
The Church of the Palms 

 
June 28, 2026              Fifth Sunday after Pentecost             10:00 AM 

Open and Affirming: Pride Sunday 

Our Church Life  Pastor Mark 

Welcome  Pastor Paul 

Prelude Somewhere Over the Rainbow Jennifer Hoppe  

Call to Worship  Jessica Hermann 

*Hymn Gather Us In Congregation 

Spiritual Reading Stokes, Annesley, Clare, Naskar, 
Union 

Jessica Hermann 

Special Music Try A Little Kindness Bobbie Chapman,  
Pastor Mark 

Scripture Reading Romans 8:31-39 Pastor Paul 

Message The Boy, The Mole, The Fox, 
and The Horse 

Pastor Mark,  
Deb Bontadelli, Paul Hiles, 

Georgia Feiste &  
Elizabeth Johnson 

Response Imagine Jennifer Hoppe 

Pastoral Prayer  Pastors Mark & Paul 

Offertory Sentences  Pastors Mark & Paul 

Offertory Music True Colors Jennifer Hoppe 

Benediction  Pastor Mark 

*Hymn They’ll Know We Are Family Congregation 

*Please stand as you are able.                                                                                                                                                                              

**Communion is available after Worship. Please come forward as you are able; if you are not, please remain                                                 
seated as we will come to you. The bread for all Communion Services is gluten-free.                                                                                                                                                            

Our services are video recorded thanks to a gift in memory of Ramona Schenk. They are posted on social                                                 
media and our website.                                                                                                                                    

CCLI Copyright 2848647-1531950  Streaming 20266739   ONE LICENSE A-734669 
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 Our Open and 
Affirming Statement 

The Church of the Palms, 
United Church of Christ, 
welcomes all people into 

the full life and ministry of our church, 
regardless of age, race, or gender; personal, 
mental or physical ability; gender identity 
or expression; sexual orientation; ethnic, 
cultural or religious background; marital, 
social, or economic status; or life history. We 
believe that God loves all People and offers 
us gifts by our diversity. We affirm families 
and relationships built on love, respect, 
responsibility, and trust. 

Church Staff and Leadership 

Senior Pastor - Rev. Paul A. Whitlock 
pastorpaul1911@gmail.com 

Associate Pastor - Rev. Mark Makowski  
mmakowski@thepalms.org 

Exec Board Chair - Victoria McWilliams 
vmcw@aol.com     
                                              
Director of Music and Worship - 
Jennifer Hoppe                                                        
jenniferhoppe@thepalms.org 

Office Manager - Wendy Whitlock                                                    
manager@thepalms.org 

Treasurer - Carrie Rowe 
finance@thepalms.org 

Member at Large – Donna Meadows                
axlnx.meadows@gmail.com 

Faith Community Nurse – Jayne Peak                
jayne.peak@yahoo.com  

Website:thepalms.org                                           
Phone: 623.977.8359                                                
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8a-1p;                                               
Fridays-Office Closed                                                                 
Address: 14808 North Boswell Blvd                      
Sun City, AZ 85351 

  

Our W.I. S. E. Covenant 

The Church of the Palms is a WISE 
Congregation for Mental Health 
Therefore:  

• We commit to create a WELCOMING         
environment for people with mental  
wellness issues, challenges, individuals 
with disabilities and to their families and 
support persons. 

• We commit to INCLUDE people with 
mental wellness issues, challenges, or 
individuals with disabilities in their life, in 
the work and leadership of this 
congregation. 

• We commit to SUPPORT people with 
mental wellness issues, challenges, 
individuals with disabilities and their 
families. 

• We commit to ENGAGE with other            
organizations that work at the intersection 
of mental wellness issues, challenges,            
individuals with disabilities persons. This 
includes, but is not limited to: Not-for-
profits, Natl/ST organizations, 
faith/spiritual/religious organizations. We 
also commit to ENGAGE in continued 
education for our congregation on these 
topics. 

The Church of the Palms commits to train   
individuals interested in The Mental Health 
First Aid, a course developed and accredited 
by the National Council for Behavioral 
Health. Individuals successfully completing 
this training will wear identifying badges 
when at church or on church sponsored 
excursions or events.    

 

https://thepalms.org/w-i-s-e-congregation/
https://thepalms.org/w-i-s-e-congregation/
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Please pray for our  
fellow church families: 

Marlys Davenport, Doris and Allan Gott  

Lynda Chubbuck, Donna Stenberg     

Nancy Tsuchiya, Bonnie Adrian 

Andy Jordan, Lila Miller, Shari Kanehl 

Herbert Turner, Sue Wilson, Sally Heathcoat 

 William Groover (Ellen Merchant’s father)    

Tom Packerman (Nancy Mueller’s friend) 

Jane (Everett Leff’s sister)     

Diane Kluge (Tim Kluge’s mother)    

Jennifer Charyk (Ken Barberi’s friend)  

Sara Shettlesworth (Georgia Feiste’s sister)  

Paul Farris (Kay Klinkenborg’s brother) 

Alexia Hale, Don Zoss, Richard Campbell 

Marcia Hollingsworth, Anthony Park 

Bill Olsen and Cyndie Klein 
(Brandenbergers’ friends) 

Bob Thompson (John Durbin’s brother-in-law) 

Debbie Williams (For Her Family) 

Kathy Maloney (Bonnie Adrian’s friend) 

Eileen (Patti Sutherland’s sister) 

Danette Jenkins, Martin Meadows 

Emily Rowe (Chuck & Carrie’s daughter) 
Donna Harrison (Pam Caron’s niece) 

Mark Miskell, Bob Carlson,  
Judd Rinsema, Rev. Judy Green Davis 

Hadley and Evelyn Starkey  
(Anthony Park’s friends) 

Carol Reynolds, Doris Hoy,  
Betty Teeson, Sandi Askew 

Pray for churches working with migrants 

and asylum seekers.  Pray for our 

homeless. Pray for our pastors and their 

families. Pray for the leaders and staff of 

the Southwest Conference and the National 

Setting of the United Church of Christ. 

Pray for the Tent of Nations. 

This week, let’s pray for the                                              

members & ministries of: 

First United Methodist Church  

9849 N 105th Ave. 

 

 

  

 

Solidarity for Our Indigenous Siblings 

The Church of the Palms, United Church of 
Christ, acknowledges the communities of 
Indigenous People who first lived in the land   
of this valley we call home. The particular 
land on which this building stands was 
honored and managed with stewardship               
by Hohokam, the O-odham Jewed and                 
the Pima-Maricopa as well as the diverse 
vibrant Native communities who make             
their home here today. 

Social Justice Prayer 

Spirit of truth, save us from performative 
welcome and lead us into real solidarity. 
Teach us to share power, to listen deeply, 
and to follow the leadership of those too 
often pushed to the margins. Make us brave 
enough to repent of the harm the church has 
done, and bold enough to build communities 
where justice and belonging grow together. 
Let our worship shape our witness, so that 
our neighbors encounter not our fear, but 
your expansive love. Amen.  

“You don’t have to be gay to be 
a supporter 

—you just have to be a human.” 

—Daniel Radcliffe 
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The vase of flowers is from Kay 

and Max Klinkenborg in 

celebration of their 57th wedding 

anniversary. 

 

The rainbow flowers across the 

back are in honor of those we 

loved and those we lost. For God’s 

helping hand that led me to the 

man I’ve loved for 15 years,  

Jeff Krazel-Cook.  

God’s Beautiful Tapestry: 

Why We Celebrate Pride 

Celebrating Pride Sunday isn’t 
just a civic event; it is a profound 
act of faith. At its heart, Pride is a 
beautiful reflection of the divine. 
Our Creator is an artist who 
delights in variety, weaving a rich 
tapestry of sexual orientations 
and gender identities into the 
very fabric of humanity. Diversity 
is not an accident—it is a 
purposeful gift from God. 

When we celebrate Pride, we 
boldly proclaim that every single 

person is fully, unconditionally loved by God just as they are. By showing up in love and 
solidarity, we mirror Christ’s radical inclusion and ensure everyone feels safely at home. 

Shalom, Paul 

Stay for Rainbow Cookies 
& Conversation! After 
worship, everyone is 
invited to gather for 
rainbow cookies, good 
company, and uplifting 
conversation. Come enjoy 

a sweet treat and connect with your church 
family. 

 

Thank You, Blessings Board 

Today, we recognize The Blessings Board that 
provides leadership in how our church 
receives and shares gifts of time, talent, and 
treasure. This team helps shape the annual 
budget, oversees investments and mission 
funds, guides memorial gifts and special 
offerings, and supports fundraising efforts. 
See our chair Norm Krinisky if you would like 
to get involved. 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER THIS WEEK: 

Sunday, June 28 – Pride Sunday 

10:00a Worship Service SA 

11:00a  Fellowship Hour KH  

Monday, June 29 

8:00a Labyrinth Walk – Stonewall Memorial LB 

Tuesday, June 30 

2:00p InSpirit Sacred Reading/Scripture Gathering BR 

5:00p AA Big Book Study (closed meeting) BR 

 

Wednesday, July 1 

9:00a Needles and Pins Craft Group BR 

Thursday, July 2 

10:00a Worship Meeting BR 

Friday, July 3—OFFICE CLOSED  

Saturday, July 4  

Sunday, July 5 – Prophetic Patriotism  

10:00a Worship Service SA 

11:00a  Fellowship Hour KH  

SA=Sanctuary; B2L=Bridges to Learning; HY=Hybrid; KH=King Hall; 

BR=Boardroom; OS=Offsite; A=Narthex; CHP=Chapel;  

PP=Pastor Paul’s Office; MR=Music Room;  LB Labyrinth  

BRC=Behle Resource Center; MG Memorial Garden 



July 4th Celebration 

Today, as you entered the 
sanctuary, you received a 

small booklet titled “July 
1776 – July 2026 

Continuing the Quest for 
Freedom”. For 250 years, our 

country has been working to fully realize 
what the founders had in mind, creating a 
great nation built on diversity, equity, and 
inclusion, and the blending of cultures, races, 
religious beliefs, lifestyles, and economic 
status. The prayers and reflections in this 
booklet were submitted by members of our 
church to give us pause and an opportunity 
to appreciate the freedoms we have and to 
rededicate ourselves to the pursuit of 
creating the country we wish for ourselves 
and future generations. Thank you to the 
contributors and to Wendy Whitlock for 
putting this booklet together for our 
thoughtful prayer and reflection. 

Next Sunday, July 5th, after the service, we 
will have a special 250th anniversary 
celebration in King Hall. It will be a time of 
fellowship, hot dogs (with a vegan option), 
watermelon, and conversation about the 
freedoms we continue to pursue. And equally 
important, an opportunity to think about our 
roles and responsibilities in the ongoing 
pursuit of freedom for all. 

 

Stonewall Remembrance Labyrinth 

Walk –  

Monday, 

June 29 at 

8 a.m.  

 

Join us on the 
Labyrinth at 
the Palms at 
8:00 a.m. on 
Monday, June 
29, for a quiet, 
contemplative 

walk in remembrance of Stonewall. As we 
move along the winding path, we honor the 
courage, resistance, and hope sparked in 
1969—an uprising that helped ignite a 
movement for dignity, safety, and equality 
for LGBTQIA+ people. 

This gentle morning walk invites us to reflect 
on how far we’ve come and the work that still 
calls us forward. All are welcome to walk, 
pray, remember, and stand in solidarity with 
the ongoing journey toward justice and love. 

 

 

Food Support for Our Neighbors  

We invite you to bring nonperishable food items each Sunday to support the West Valley 
Community Center and Valley View. Canned goods, rice, pasta, soups, cereal, tuna, peanut butter, 
and other shelf-stable items are always appreciated. 

Let every grocery trip become a small spiritual practice—pick up one item for a neighbor in need. 
Your simple acts of generosity help feed families and strengthen our community with love. 
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