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A LETTER FROM PAUL September 2025  

The new season brings with it a time of significant change and 
heartfelt transition for our church family. As we embrace these 
changes, we hold firm to our belief that a church, much like its 
people, should always be learning, growing, and adapting to 

better reflect God's love in the world.  

We have some exciting news to share! Following a 94% approval 
vote at our congregational meeting in August, we are thrilled to 
welcome  Mark Makowski  as our new part - time Associate Pastor. 
Mark officially begins his ministry with us on September 1. This 
month will also be a time to say a fond farewell to  Pastor Jim , 
whose last Sunday with us will be September 14. If you have 
not yet donated to his love gift, I urge you to do  so as soon 
as possible. We invite you all to join us for worship on his last 

Sunday (September 14) as we celebrate his time with us and wish him well on his next 

journey.  

Beyond these transitions, our busy season is kicking into high gear. Our choir, under the 
leadership of our Director of Music and Worship, Jennifer Hoppe, begins rehearsals this 
month, preparing to sing on September 14. Many of our small groups and committees 

are also resuming their regular meetings and activities.  

As we navigate these changes, our message as a progressive church remains the same: 
How can we be agents of transformation in the world? How can we do justice, love 
kindness, and walk humbly with God? We'll continue to explore how to embrace a faith 

that is inclusive, action -oriented, and relevant to the challenges we face today.  

We encourage you to make an extra effort to be present in worship this month. Let's 
come together to welcome Pastor Mark, honor Pastor Jim, and journey onward as a 

church that is, as Yogi Berra once said, "the same, but different."  

Shalom, Paul  
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September 2025 brings with it many changes to The Church Of The Palms. In two weeks we 
will say farewell to Pastor Jim. While our hearts are heavy that he is leaving us after so many 
years of meaningful and blessed ministry, we also send him into the next chapter of his life 

with best wishes for happiness and success! We love you, Pastor Jim.  
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pastor, Associate Pastor Mark Makowski. Pastor Mark brings a multitude of gifts to The Church 
Of The Palms (TCOTP). We are truly fortunate that he is joining our ministerial staff. Many of 
us have worked with Pastor Mark over the past several years in his role as a member of our 
congregation and participant in our social justice programs. As time progresses, we will learn 

more about Pastor Mark and his welcome contributions to all of us and to TCOTP.  
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Carrie is doing an excellent job of learning the position and fulfilling the Treasurer duties. Her 

skills make the financial part of our church flow smoothly for all of us!  

In addition, you already know that Jennifer Hoppe joined the ministerial staff in an expanded 
position. She is our new Director of Music and Worship increasing her role here at TCOTP. Our 
congregation is looking forward to her impact on our music ministry as well as her 

contributions to worship.  

Many thanks go to the Personnel Board and the Pastoral Search Committee for the efforts that 
brought us to today. And thanks to our congregation for all your support and prayers as we 

move through the processes of hiring outstanding people.  
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we adjust our sails to our future growth and challenges. As a congregation we will work 
together continuing to build the wonderful place that is The Church Of The Palms. Imagine! 

Doing justice. Loving kindness. Walking humbly with God.  

Victoria McWilliams, Executive Board Chair  
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September 7 ñ Communion Sunday. 
Read Luke 14:25 -27, 33. We live in a 
religiously  diverse community. How can 
Christians and Jews and Muslims get along? 
Pastor Paul will be preaching.  

 

September 14 ñ Pastor Jim's last 
Sunday!   Come and participate in our goodbyes 
and well wishes to Pastor Jim. We will have lots 
of special music and Pastor Paul will not be 
delivering a sermon but will have a top ten list 
of remembrances of Pastor Jim. Read 
Ecclesiastes 3:1 -8.  

 

September 21 ñ Pastor Mark is 
preaching. Prophet Jeremiah instructs us on the 
art of prophetic mourning. Read Jeremiah 8:18 -
9:1.   
 

September 28 ø   Pastor Paul is back in 
the pulpit. Read Luke 16:19 -31. How can we 
live with no regrets or at least limit major 
regrets in our lives?  

InSpirit Sacred Readings/Scripture Gatherings  
 

Starting on September 2nd from 3:00pm till 4:30pm on every Tuesday afternoon we will 

gather at The Church of the Palms to talk about Bible readings and open our inquiry to include 

sacred texts from various other sources. We will be changing the format. IMAGINE! God is still 

speaking. Each of us can share various spiritual writings, literature, art, music, experiences from 

nature, poets, and writings from other belief or non -belief systems. As a Progressive Christian, I 

see the Divine Spirit through a particular lens of experience that challenges me to get out of 

kw amkdmpr xmlc _lb n_prgasj_p pgegb ncpacnrgmlq rf_r k_w f_tc jgkgrcb kc dpmk qccgle Embüq

wondrous activity in our ordinary lives. A Progressive Christian has a heart that not only 

amlrcknj_rcq Embüq _argmlq `sr kmrgt_rcq sq rm `c _eclrq md qmag_j hsqrgac ufgjc jmtgle

everyone. I will prepare a weekly Psalm to read and explore. Our time will encourage us to 

question, explore, and listen to one another. And in time, our weekly gatherings will be a time 

for us to celebrate our faith journey with each participant sharing how God is working in our 

lives. Any questions, please contact Pastor Mark.  

September  
Birthdays  

 

9ĎŲĪ WĎōũĤĎŬ ȰɭȨ 

µŵŬëň lĎĮňō Ȱɭȩ 

µŵŬëň ¯ũĮňĄĎĪōŵŬĎ Ȱɭȫ 

@Įëňë WũëĎŲŲĮňĤĎũ ȰɭȰ 

@ōňňë qĎëĊōƑŬ ȰɭȰ 

iëň DĄĿŬŲĎĮň ȰɭȨȩ 

!ũŁōë [ƗŇëňŬ ȰɭȨȬ 

»ĮŇōŲĪĎƗ kŁŵĤĎ ȰɭȨȬ 

µŲĎŦĪĎň µĄĪŵĎŁŁĎĮň ȰɭȩȰ 
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NEEDLES & PINS CRAFT GROUP   

In July, we hosted a small going -away party for Pastor Jim. Among 
the thoughtful gifts was a beautiful afghan crocheted by Lynette 
Nickelson, featuring filet -crocheted musical notes and the 

phrase  "Jesus loves me, this I know."   
 

Uc _jqm qf_pcb N_qrmp Hgküq d_tmpgrc rpc_rø
@mllgcüq d_kmsq jckml `_pqøalong with the 
recipe. Pastor Jim was deeply touched by 
everyone's kindness and generosity. He will 
be missed by all.  

Time for Choir  

The church choir is beginning its season once again! We invite all those interested in making a 

joyful noise to the Lord to join us for rehearsals. Rehearsals will be held on Thursdays from 

1:00pm to 2:30pm and on Sunday Mornings from 9:00am to 9:45am in the music room. Our 

employed members are welcome to attend the Sunday rehearsal only. The first rehearsal will be 

Thursday, September 4, in the music room. The choir will be back singing in the sanctuary on 

September 14, 2025.  We welcome new members. It is helpful to be able to read music but not 

required. See Jennifer Hoppe for more information.  

N_qrmp Hgküq rgkc ugrf sq gq osgaijw amkgle rm _ ajmqc, Fcpc _pc u_wq wms

can help celebrate his ministry with us over the years.  

¶ Executive Board and Fellowship Committee invite you to a Farewell Open 
House for Pastor Jim Saturday, September 6 from 1:00PM -  3:00PM in King 
Hall. There is a signup sheet in the Narthex -  we are trying to get an 
approximate number attending. We hope to see you there!  

¶ Everyone is invited to help celebrate by contributing to a love gift.  
There are designated envelopes on the green tables in the narthex. Make 
afcaiq n_w_`jc rm Rfc Afspaf md rfc N_jkq ugrf ùN_qrmp Hgk Jmtc Egdrú gl

the memo section of your check. Donations need to be received by September 7, 2025 . 

¶ N_qrmp Hgküq j_qr Qslb_w umpqfgn qcptgac ugjj `c Qslb_w*September 14, 2025.  

Letõs Celebrate Pastor Jim! 


