


Dwdbt s hy

/ “ at The Church of the Palms, UCC

Overview -Operations Council

It has been about three years since Judie and | joined the milieu called The Church of The
Palms. The initial hook for us was the clear witness of outreach beyond the walls of the
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strength of community take place, most visibly on Sundays, but on other times as well.

No, it was all about service! Reaching beyond comfort levels and self -preservation.
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breakfasts prepared by several from TCOTP whom | had never met. And it was then |
began to discover the mystery of this group of believers who were involved in so many
ways. The mystery of so many things of this ministry that were coming from the grass
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Council.

Ml ¢ bmcqgl Gr | ¢ c btime member here tojbensoeght out for service! Maybe
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Operations Council. Coming from a long and thorough Presbyterian background it has
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the grass roots.
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Blessing Board and communicate important issues back and forth TO The Executive
Board and FROM the Executive Board. This task can be dizzying at times with sudden
changes that may affect procedures and process, but some repetition is an attempt to

make sure everyone is aware of the OTHERS involved in a ministry of love, peace, justice
and radical welcome.

The aim of the Executive Board is a smooth system of communication. between all facets
md cddcargtc kglggrpw, Pckck cp* grig ubwl kaglau

Ray Larson, Operations Council Chair
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October 50A world Communion Sunday Y
Pastor Paul will be preaching. Read Luke 17:5 -10. What Mar i e Par ks ]
are your_memorie_s of com.munion? What importance does Mart ha Ri ce 1
communion play in your faith?
October 12N Read Luke 17:11 -19. This story tells Eona Schul z ]
of the healing of ten lepers. One returns and gives John Dur bin 1
thanks. What causes us to return and give thanks for the
healing God has provided in our lives? Pastor Paul will be Bruce Chubbuck
preaching. / Hol Il i Grimaudp
October 19 A Pastor Mark is preaching. Luke Ron Kehl 14/
18:1 -8 Pray Always. Do not lose heart. Pastor Mark will .
be ordained. John Cl ai bor nje
October 260N At church, we are intentional about Jim Schul z 1
the language we use and what we choose to share. The .
church has not just the right but the responsibility to Mar i a Wa l | 1
alter texts to reflect its new vision of what has always Mi chael Witt
“ccl rfc afspafiq fmnc8 rfc gllaj,sggm md I mb U é
in the beloved community. Read Luke 18:9 -14. Pastor L y ﬁ dl a Chub E uc ‘i'
Paul will be preaching. Bar bar a Littlle
A World Communion Celebration: One Table, Many VpicesA ni ta Paul son
On Sunday, October 5th, our church will join Christians Mar y Ever s 1
around the globe in observing World Communion 4 \
Sunday, a powerful tradition that reminds us of our Mar i | yn Brickis
intercqnnectedness as foIIovyers c_)f' Christ. This is more Jennifer Ho ppk
than just a regular service; it's a global family )
gathering, where we share in the sacred meal with Sandy Wei s 1 (
siblings in faith from every corner of the earth, from
bustling cities to quiet villages. Judy Sadler j
The beauty of World Communion is its embrace of Chuck Rowe 1
diversity. While we may use different languages, sing Mar y Ann Mower y
different hymns, and follow different traditions, we are
united by the same spirit and the same table. It is a Pastor Mar k
powerful symbol of a progressive Christian

understanding: that God's love is expansive, inclusive, and available to all. The table of Christ is

not confined by denominations, borders, or human -made creeds and divisions. It is a place
ufcpc ] _pc ucj amkc* _I'b uf cpc ms p bgddcpcl acc
boundless creativity.

As we gather to receive the bread and cup, let us remember those who are celebrating with us
in places near and far. Let us pray for peace, justice, and reconciliation in a world that so
desperately needs it. May this shared meal strengthen our commitment to building a more just
and loving world, recognizing that we are all part of one body, sharing one hope, and serving
one Christ. Join us in this beautiful and unifying service as we celebrate the universal love that
connects us all.

As we see Christ in the communion elements, so may others see Christ in us!
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Congregation for Mental Wellness

Welcoming | Inclusive
Supportive | Engaged
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As we seek to be a WISE Congregation for Mental Wellness, we also want to make sure we
welcome siblings with a variety of realities. The Disabilities Ministry of The United Church of
Christ works closely with the Mental Health Network of The United Church of Christ. Take a
moment to consider this information (continued from our September Palm Leaf) as The Palms

welcomes all people into its midst.

Vi sual Di sabi |l iti
When greeting a person with visual disability,
identify yourself.

If others are present, identify them also (e.g.

es

UHmc Qkgrf ggqg ml kw pgefr
kw jcdraoa',
Be sure to let it be known when the

conversation is over and to indicate when you are
moving away.

Explain where things are located in terms of
the proximity to the person. Use the imagery of a
clock to help orient the person to surroundings.

If the person has a guide dog, ask how much
room is needed for the dog.

Ask about seating preference, then walk the
person to the seat. Offer assistance when and if
needed. Provide an elbow or shoulder if requested,
but avoid grabbing or trying to push the person
ahead of you.

When walking with a visually impaired person,
alert them to obstacles like curbs, stairs and
doors.

When giving directions to a person with visual

gkn_gpkclr sgc gncagdgaqg*
dccrda mp upgefr rum w_pbagqg,
Ment al 1l 1l nesses

Mental ilinesses are biologically based and
should be understood as any other illness.

?ju_wqg sqgc udgpgr ncpqgqml
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Be attentive, without judgment, and responsive
as you would with any other person. Show
welcome, inclusion and support during any
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congregational gatherings as in worship.
Be a friend.
@c _ GQrgek_@sqgrcpu, Af _

attitudes toward mental illness among your
fridnds ant acugintaRoéstandfin the shedian |

Mobility Disabilit]i
When speaking with a person in a wheelchair
for more than a few minutes pull up a chair and
ggr bmul gm wms =~ mrf

both avoid a stiff neck.

es
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A person who uses a wheelchair may be able
to walk. Honor that choice.

Do not (without permission) move a
wheelchair, walker, cane, or crutches out of
reach of the person who uses them.

mi
cvr cl

Bml Gr j c_ | mp f 1l e
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personal space and many wheelchair users
consider it a part of their body!

If assisting a wheelchair user up or down a
curb, ask the person using the wheelchair for
directions. The person using the wheelchair
knows what works best. Steep ramps can be

q diffictit andtHairscan®edheavy f sl bpcb

U When giving directions to a person in a
wheelchair, consider distance, weather
conditions and obstacles such as stairs, curbs
and steep hills.

a j _les_ec, Rf_r kc_laq
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Compiled by Jacky Schofield
Disability Advocacy Coll abora
Spinal Association, Easter S
and the UnitedAChascihdlod tChrA
UshirGuideline Assembl ed by
4 The Church of the Palms


https://www.nami.org/help
https://thepalms.org/Tools2Thrive/

Christmas Already?

Last year 2 of us from TCOTP volunteered at a Mother and Child Christmas Party at Perryville
Prison which was organized by Trish Plum from A Place for Hannah. Watching the children
spend this special time with their mothers made our volunteer effort all worthwhile. During a

worship service in the fall, Trish had brought us such a touching message about incarceration

and transformation @ forgiveness that turned a tragedy into cooperation and inspiration.

Last minute we had collected gifts and snacks for that Christmas party. This year we can be
more prepared! Below is a list of gifts which must be received by Sunday, October 12. Please

place new gifts in the box beneath this list in the hall outside the narthex.

In addition to this list, items are needed for teens
o
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o soft blankets, makeup, nail polish, hair
grckg* ~ mbw gnp_wqg *

small metal pieces), or gift cards. Party snacks can be donated closer to the date of the parties.

There will be 3 events for which you can volunteer
Nov. 18, the actual Mommy and Me party on Dec. 2, and a party for juveniles in Lewis Prison on
interested in volunteering, please contact Nancy at

Dec. 16. If you might
nnoninil9@gmail.com .
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+ a gift wrapping party with the mothers on
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DYSART Community Center

Trunk &or aTreat

Enjoy the Fun of Halloween with the
Dysart Community center.

Thursday, October 30, 2025
5:00 to 6:00pm
Volunteers are invited to share in the
fun of passing out candy to the children
at the Dysart Community Center

14414 N EI Mirage Rd.,

El Mirage.

Plan to leave the church parking lot by
car at 4:20pm. You will need to bring

candy for about 100 kiddos and a
chair, so you can sit in front of the
trunk of your car. Feel free to bring

decorations for your car but it is not
required.

Smiles are a must, costumes are
optional. Sign up is in the narthex .
The center needs a car count, so they

can clear the parking lot.
See you there for some fun!

The Church of the Palms
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