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A LETTER FROM PAUL November 2025  

Stewardship ÷ grüq _ Fmjw @jcqqgle 

The progressive Christian call to stewardship is a holistic commitment to 
our community and the wider world. It is a practice of gratitude and 
intentionality, rooted in the understanding that everything we have is a 
gift to be shared. By generously contributing our time, talents, and 

treasure, we co -create a more just and compassionate world.  

Volunteering our Time  

In a culture that often values busyness, offering our time is a profound act 
of love. You, being you, helps me be me, and our together - time is holy. No 
matter how much or how little you can give, your presence makes a 
bgddcpclac, Grüq _rrclbgle umpqfgn mp mrfcp ctclrq, Grüq qcptgle ml _

committee, or joining our call to outreach to help our unhoused neighbors get a clean shower. 
Our time is precious; by giving it freely to others, we build fellowship and strengthen the bonds 

of our community.  

Sharing our Talents  

Each of us possesses unique gifts and skills. This progressive vision of stewardship invites you 
to recognize and share your unique abilities, not just for personal use, but to enrich the lives of 
others. From musical and artistic abilities to technical expertise and organizational skills, there 
is a place for every talent to flourish. By using our God -given talents in service, we find a 

deeper sense of purpose and belonging.  

Contributing Our Treasure  

Financial giving is another pillar of our stewardship commitment. When we contribute our 
treasure, we are not simply funding a budget; we are investing in our shared vision of radical 
inclusion and social justice. Your financial support ensures that we can continue our ministries, 
offer vital community programs, and advocate for positive systemic change. By giving 
cheerfully and intentionally, we align our resources with our values and support the ongoing 

work of justice and love.  

Uc _pc rpsjw `jcqqcb9 grüq rgkc rm qf_pc msp `jcqqgleq 

Shalom, Paul  
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Mnsdr eqnl xntq  
Dwdbtshud An`qc       

at The Church of the Palms, UCC  

As we approach Thanksgiving, the blessings of fall have arrived here in the Phoenix area. For 
those of us who moved to the desert from greener states, the changes of season may be 
subtler and not as colorful as the places we called home, but they are here. Our sun - filled 
b_wq _pc `camkgle qfmprcp _lb bcdglgrcjw ammjcp, Rfc agrpsq rpccq rf_r ucütc lsprspcb
through the heat will begin to offer wonderful fruit. And for those of us who hail from the 
Midwest, we find it strange that now is the time to plant the spring garden. In addition to 
the changes in our season, the Snowbirds are now returning, and we welcome them home 

with open arms.  

Home! The feeling of belonging to a family who share your thoughts, your beliefs, and 
celebrate with you your joys. A family who comfort you with a caring heart, and a place 

where you can lend your talents.  

The Church of the Palms is where Martin and I call home. We were welcomed into this family 
of believers with open arms just as all who join in worship are invited to call The Church of 
the Palms their home. We have found a place to extend our hearts through a calling to serve. 
There are so many opportunities within the church in which you can answer the calling of 
your heart. Perhaps, your heart calls you to lend your voice in Choir or to volunteer to act as 
an usher or a greeter. Maybe your heart aches for fellowship by helping in the Sunday 
morning kitchen, or joining groups such as Pins and Needles, Perhaps your heart calls you to 
lend a hand with the shower trailer as an opportunity to help a person in need. The Ministry 
Fair during fellowship hour on November 2 is a chance to visit with the active teams that 

serve the church in a wide variety of ways.  

As years before on Thanksgiving, The Church of The Palms continues the tradition of opening 
its doors and its heart to the annual Joyce Spaulding Memorial Thanksgiving Dinner. Many 
hands will be cooking and/or serving this wonderful meal to all who come, (yes this this 

another opportunity to serve with love).  

This Thanksgiving, may you find comfort and joy with family and friends around a table of 
love. The Church of The Palms welcomes you to share a seat at the table at a place called 

Home.  

Donna Meadows, Executive Board member -at - large  
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?~´j{ejª V~ª«qr§ Oqj{j«  
November 2ñ All Saints Celebration. Read 

Luke 19:1 -10. Pastor Paul will be preaching. 
Zacchaeus was the patron saint of everyone who 
is out on a limb.  
 

November 9ñPastor Paul will be 

preaching. Read Jeremiah 31:27 -34. What would 
Jesus say about our stewardship? We need a 
fc_pr jgic Hcqsqü fc_pr, 
 

November 16ñRead Luke 21:5 -19  ù@jgle

u_q _ rfgle* lmu rfcpcüq @j_le,ú Pastor Mark will 
be preaching   
 

November 23ñReign of Christ Sunday. 

Read Romans 8:28, 31 -39. If God is for us, who 
is against us? Pastor Paul will be preaching. 
Thanksgiving Sunday.    
 

November 30ñ Sunday of Advent: Hope. 

Lighting the Advent Candle. Read Matthew 24:36
-44. What gives us hope? Pastor Paul will be 
preaching.  

November  Birthdays 
Rudy Schnabel 11/03 

Jeannie Brandenberger 11/05 
Ernie Otto 11/05 

Suzanne Boisclair 11/06 
Ellen Merchant 11/07 
Jessica Hermann 11/08 
Linda Hofmann 11/08 
Pam Caron 11/11 

Pamela Herrick 11/11 
Mary Ann Maes 11/12 
Bonnie Adrian 11/15 
Cindy Reese 11/15 
Judy Savage 11/16 
Valerie LeBlanc 11/17 

Andy Strong Jordan 11/22 
Bonnie Green 11/26 
Bob Krueger 11/26 
Carl Gruber 11/30 

Martin Meadows 11/30 

INFORMATION SESSION COMING THIS MONTH!  

Find Your Spiritual Home: Join Our Information Session! 
The Evangelism & Growth Team invites those seeking a 
church community to a special Information Session 
on Wednesday, November 5 at 3:00 PM in King Hall . 

This is a good opportunity to meet Pastors Paul and Mark, and other church leaders, learn about 
rfc afspafüq fgqrmpw _lb qrpsarspc* cvnjmpc t_pgmsq mnnmprslgrgcq rm amllcar _lb qcptc ugrfgl
the community, and get questions addressed.  

The session will also include a guided tour, a light supper, and fellowship.  

To learn more, please sign up in the Narthex . Basic membership information will be available.  

DYSART Community Center Continues to Have a Need.  
The Center feeds about 60 -70 children daily. Breakfast is supplied by donation only. Dinner is 
qsnnjgcb `w Q_glr K_pwüq _lb rfc dmmb`_li, BAA amsjb sqc _ bml_rgml md `pc_id_qr acpc_j* rfc
sugary kind, because you know that is what an average kiddo would eat. Cereal can be brought 
to church and placed in a box at the card table at the back entrance by King Hall. Cereal will 
`c bcjgtcpcb rm BAA _q mdrcl _q grüq pcacgtcb, Rfgq gqlür slbcp _ fc_b md _ amkkgrrcc `sr slbcp
rfc sk`pcjj_ md jmtc , Rf_li wms dmp amlrglsgle rm qf_pc Embüq jmtc bspgle rfgq rpwgle rgkc, 
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bŀǝƻƴŀƭ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ aŜƴǘŀƭ LƭƭƴŜǎǎ IŜƭǇ [ƛƴŜ                                 
м-улл-фрл-снсп  ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦƴŀƳƛΦƻǊƎκƘŜƭǇ                             
{ǳƛŎƛŘŜ tǊŜǾŜƴǝƻƴ [ƛŦŜƭƛƴŜ  уллΦнтоΦ¢![Y  
{ǳƛŎƛŘŜκ/Ǌƛǎƛǎ IƻǘƭƛƴŜ утт-оол-сосс  

¢ǊŀƴǎƭƛŦŜƭƛƴŜ уттΦрсрΦуусл 
  ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ /Ǌƛǎƛǎ [ƛƴŜ  уллΦнтоΦунрр  ǇǊŜǎǎ м                             

tŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ /ŀǊŜ - wŜǾΦ aŀǊƪ aŀƪƻǿǎƪƛ сноΦтфнΦрнфр           
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǘƘŜǇŀƭƳǎΦƻǊƎκ¢ƻƻƭǎн¢ƘǊƛǾŜ 

 

 
  

Below is our wish list for the Pantry.   The Board has decided to 
take away some of our food items after learning from our schools 
that these items were not especially liked by our Kiddos.   We are 
and remain needing peanut butter urgently as shipping and prices 
have gone up.    

¶ Peanut butter ø10 or 16OZ jars  

¶ Pure protein bars øreplaced beef stew as a high protein item 
(20 grams)  

¶ Jif - to -Go 

There is a donation bin for the HART pantry in the narthex.  HART Pantry wishes you all a 

Happy Thanksgiving and hopes you enjoy time spent with family and friends.  

Some excerpts from the book Blessed Minds: Breaking The Silence of 

Neurodiversity by Sarah Griffith Lund.   

Here are a few definitions. Not meant to be exhaustive but to educate and initiate 

discussion.    

Disability:  According to the United Nations Conventions on the Rights of Persons with 
Bgq_`gjgrgcq* p_rgdgcb `w /60 l_rgmlq _pmslb rfc umpb* bgq_`gjgrw ùpcqsjrq dpmk rfc glrcp_argml
between persons with impairments and attitudinal and environmental barriers that hinders 

rfcgp dsjj _lb cddcargtc n_prgagn_rgml gl qmagcrw ml _l cos_j `_qgq ugrf mrfcpq,ú  

Mental health : The guiding source for all feelings, thoughts, behaviors, and social connections.  

Mental health experiences:  The unique mental health realities that can arise from within the 

brain or from external factors such as stigma, stress, and discrimination.   

Mental illness : The interruption of feelings, thoughts, behaviors, and social connections.   

Neurodivergent:  Having a brain that functions differently from the majority of people.   

Neurodiversity: The range of differences in brain function and behavior among all peoples.   

Neurospicy:  A state of being that feels different for each person. As one friend explained it in a 
rcvr rm kc* ùUfcl kw `p_gl gq f_tgle _ f_pb rgkc npmacqqgle bgddcpclr rfgleq _lb G _k f_tgle
_ f_pb rgkc ugrf cvcasrgtc dslargmlgle qigjjq* G dccj _jj mtcp rfc nj_ac mp _ fmr kcqq,ú Dmp qmkc

people, self - identifying as neurospicy can also be a form of playfulness.   

Stimming:  A form of self -stimulating behavior like arm or hand - flapping, finger - flicking, 

rocking, jumping, spinning, twirling, or body movements. Pgs.9 -10   

Rfc _srfmp qr_rcq rf_r ùKclr_j fc_jrf gq lmr mljw _ `_qga fsk_l pgefr* `sr _ Emb-given right. 
Our faith guides our understanding of what it means to advocate for mental health and 
disability rights for all people. We have a God -egtcl pgefr rm djmspgqf gl msp `mbwkglbq,ú

Pgs.12 -13   

https://www.nami.org/help
https://thepalms.org/Tools2Thrive/
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Excerpts from Queer & Christian: Reclaiming the Bible, Our Faith, and Our Place 
at the Table. Author: Brandon Robertson -  Pastor, Theologian,  

TikTok Sensation   

@p_lbml af_jjclecq sq rm ùpcgk_eglc _ u_w md `cgle dmjjmucpq md Hcqsq `cwmlb rp_bgrgml_j
Afpgqrg_lgrw,ú Fc emcq ml rm q_w* ù@sr rfgq n_rf _jqm pcosgpcq rf_r uc lm jmlecp k_ic msp em_j
to be included in traditional Christianity but rather the reforming or deconstruction of 
traditional Christianity to create subversive, queerly spiritual communities that actually reflect 
the spirit of Christ.   This path means being open to learning from everyone and everywhere 
rf_r Emb qnc_iq* `ca_sqc _jj rpsrf gq Embüq rpsrf _lb _jjmugle rf_r rm qf_nc msp qngpgrs_j
journeys in unexpected and surprising ways. This means getting used to being called heretics 
and being excluded from many traditional Christian institutions (even the so -called queer 
mlcq' ufm rfgli ucüpc rmm p_bga_j mp slfcjndsj `ca_sqc msp em_j gq lmr rm `c ucjamkcb _q jmle
as we conform but to create community that makes space for the wide array of diversity of 
cvnpcqqgmlq _lb `cjgcdq* aclrcpcb mljw ml rfc amkkml em_j md dmjjmugle Hcqsqü cv_knjc gl msp
lives.   Our goal is not to even be Christians, per se, but to be people of Jesus who himself 
lctcp fc_pb rfc umpb ûAfpgqrg_lü afspaf,ú Ne, 7, Osccp $ Afpgqgr_l, Qr, K_prglüq Ns`jgqfgle
Group. 2025.  

Hearing this from a younger dynamic voice within the progressive Christian ministry can be 
refreshing and challenging.   If you watch Brandon on TikTok or YouTube or FaceBook, you will 
be familiar with how his ministry has reached out to many younger audiences.    

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service  
Temple Beth Shalom invites everyone to an Interfaith Thanksgiving on  

Friday night, November 21,  

at 7:00 ø8:30 p.m.  

12202 N 101st Ave, Sun City, AZ 8535  

The gathering will include a shortened Jewish shabbat service, and then an interfaith 
Thanksgiving service, and finally a short Torah reading. We also have a time that each of us 
could share a few thoughts about the meaning of Thanksgiving in the contemporary American 

landscape.  

Rcknjc @crf Qf_jmküq P_``g B_l_ Ct_l I_nj_l _lb A_lrmp @_psaf Impgr_l ugjj `c hmglcb `w
clergy from Sun City churches who will be sharing Thanksgiving messages. They include  
Rev. Ann Utke, Interim Minister of First Presbyterian Church; Rev. Mark J. Makowski, Associate 
Pastor of The Church of the Palms; Pastor Greg Emery, Faith Presbyterian Church; and  

Rev. John Maroni of Shepherd, Desert Lutheran Church.   

RSVPs are requested by filling out the form on  tbsaz.org .   

MARK YOUR CALENDARS ÷ NOVEMBER 2 MINISTRY FAIR  

Are you curious about the many activities of our ministry teams including worship, fellowship, 
lifelong learning, evangelism, care &amp; support, and social justice? Curiosity is a wonderful 
thing! Remember Zacchaeus whose curiosity got the best of him, and he climbed a tree to find 
out more about Jesus. On Sunday, November 2 , we will hear about the curiosity of Zacchaeus 
and how it changed lives. It will also be a day when you can satisfy your curiosity as you find 
out more about the wonderful ministries of our church and how you can help change lives. Be 
prepared for a special treat after service on November 2, in the Fellowship Hall as the Volunteer 
Engagement Committee presents our sixth biannual Ministry Fair.  

https://www.tbsaz.org/
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SACK BAGS, LUNCHABLES, Emergency meals for the unhoused, the Pack is Back!  

GRRRR ÷ that is the sound of opening the refrigerator and nothing is there.  
The meal team for the IHELP (Interfaith Homeless Emergency Lodging  Program) that housed 
individuals at The Church of the Palms for more than 5 years had a ripple effect to others in 
need. All food was used.   Extra bagged lunches and other repacked meals were delivered to the 
Surprise Resource Center. Other food was donated to neighbors in need. Since IHELP 
disbanded, this food chain disappeared. The Resource Center has not given out lunch bags 
since April.   GRRRR 
 

Come to the Ministry Fair on Sunday November 2 during fellowship and pack a lunch. Each bag 
will include 1 tuna/chicken salad lunch kit; 1 fruit cup; 1 granola or protein bar; 1 bag of 
chips; 1 sweet treat; 1 water . 
 

The supplies will be provided. The goal is to deliver 50 shelf - stable lunch bags November 3. 
Contact Nancy Mueller with suggestions.    

The Needles and Pins Craft Group  has been busy putting their creative gifts to work for a 
wonderful cause. This month, the group donated  12 handmade baby quilts and crocheted baby 

blankets  to the  Dysart Community Center (DCC)  in El Mirage.  

Rfcqc amxw _lb amjmpdsj apc_rgmlq ugjj `c glajsbcb gl BAAüq Christmas gift packages for expect-
ing mothers of the students,  helping bring warmth and joy 

to families in need during the holiday season.  

DCC Director  Annie Ansell  expressed deep appreciation for 
the donation, noting how much these thoughtful, handmade 

gifts mean to the mothers who receive them.  

Through their creativity, the Needles and Pins members 
continue to embody the spirit of care and compassion that 
defines our church community øusing their talents to wrap 

others in love, one stitch at a time.  
Pictured are DCC Director Annie Ansell with 
Bobbie Chapman and Bobbie Green from 
Needles and Pins Craft Group. 

 

Come help decorate the church 
for Advent and Christmas .  

Come join in the fun on Saturday, 
November 29, starting 9:00 am. 
There will be trees to trim, garland 
to hang, nativities to place and 
upc_rfcq rm f_le, Gd wms a_lür qr_lb
for long periods of time, we can find 
you jobs that you can do sitting 
down. We will crank up the 
Christmas tunes and have a great 
time. Hope to see you there!  

Are you familiar with our website?  
Take a peek at thepalms.org . You can find 
many helpful tools there like, copies of 
Qslb_wüq `sjjcrgl _lb rfc kmqr pcaclr N_jk
Leaf, recording of the service, a link to the 
membership directory, and pages with 
information from many of our ministry 
groups. See Wendy in the office if you need 
help navigating anything on the site.  


