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A LETTER FROM PAUL June 2025  

ìŔƣőШcĲċƖƣƚШ[ƨũũШŸŉШ]ƖċƣŔƣƨĬĲаШ9ĲũĲĤƖċƣŔŰŊШÂċƚƣŸƖШsŔůѣƚШ~ŔŰŔƚƣƖǃ 

ƚШƣőĲШƚĲċƚŸŰШƣƨƖŰƚЯШƚŸШƣŸŸШĬŸĲƚШċШĦőċƓƣĲƖШŔŰШƣőĲШũŔŉĲШŸŉШŸƨƖШĦőƨƖĦőЮШfƣШŔƚШƽŔƣőШċШШШШШШ
ůŔǂШŸŉШƚċĬŰĲƚƚШċŰĬШĬĲĲƓШŊƖċƣŔƣƨĬĲШƣőċƣШƽĲШċĦťŰŸƽũĲĬŊĲШÂċƚƣŸƖШsŔůќƚШƨƓĦŸůŔŰŊШ
ĬĲƓċƖƣƨƖĲШ ŉƖŸůШ ƣőĲШ ĦőƨƖĦőЮШ cĲШ ĦċůĲШ ƣŸШ ƨƚШ ĲũĲƻĲŰШ ǃĲċƖƚШ ċŊŸШ ċƚШ ŢƨƚƣШ sŔůбШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШ
őĲќƚШũĲċƻŔŰŊШċƚШĤĲũŸƻĲĬШÂċƚƣŸƖШsŔůЮШcĲШőċƚШĤĲĲŰШċШŊƨŔĬŔŰŊШũŔŊőƣШƽőŸƚĲШůŔŰŔƚƣƖǃШШШШШШ
őċƚШƣŸƨĦőĲĬШĦŸƨŰƣũĲƚƚШũŔƻĲƚШċŰĬШĲŰƖŔĦőĲĬШƣőĲШƻĲƖǃШŉċĤƖŔĦШŸŉШŸƨƖШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃЮ 

cŔƚШũĲċĬĲƖƚőŔƓШŔŰШƽŸƖƚőŔƓШƣőƖŸƨŊőШÂƖċǃĲƖƚШċŰĬШÉĲƖůŸŰƚЯШ~ƨƚŔĦШƚƨŰŊЯШƓũċǃĲĬЯШШШШШШШШШШШ
ċŰĬШĬŔƖĲĦƣĲĬЯШċŰĬШőŔƚШ9ƖĲċƣŔƻĲШxŔƣƨƖŊǃШőċƻĲШƽŸƻĲŰШƣŸŊĲƣőĲƖШŔŰƚŔŊőƣŉƨũШƣőĲŸũŸŊŔĦċũШ
ƖĲǰĲĦƣŔŸŰШƽŔƣőШċШƓƖŸŉŸƨŰĬШƨŰĬĲƖƚƣċŰĬŔŰŊШŸŉШƚŸĦŔċũШŢƨƚƣŔĦĲЯШċŰĬШƓċƚƣŸƖċũШĦċƖĲЮШШШШШШШШШШШ
ìĲШċƖĲШċШůŸƖĲШĦŸůƓċƚƚŔŸŰċƣĲШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃШĤĲĦċƨƚĲШŸŉШőŔůЮШcĲШĬŔƖĲĦƣĲĬШŸƨƖШƚĲċƖĦőШ
ŉŸƖШċШŰĲƽШŸƖŊċŰЮШìĲШċƖĲШċШìЮfЮÉЮEЮШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃШŉŸƖШ~ĲŰƣċũШìĲũũŰĲƚƚШĤĲĦċƨƚĲШŸŉШőŔůЮШ
ìĲШĤƖŸċĬĦċƚƣШċШƻŔĬĲŸШŸŉШƽĲĲťũǃШƽŸƖƚőŔƓШĤĲĦċƨƚĲШŸŉШőŔƚШƽŸƖťЮШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШ ШШШ   ШШШШ      ШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШ

                                7ĲǃŸŰĬШƣőĲШƓƨũƓŔƣЯШÂċƚƣŸƖШsŔůШőċƚШĤĲĲŰШċШƚƣĲċĬŉċƚƣШƓƖĲƚĲŰĦĲШŔŰШŸƨƖШũŔƻĲƚЮШìĲШĦőĲƖŔƚőШƣőĲШůĲůŸƖŔĲƚШШШШШШШШШШ
ŸŉШ őŔƚШ ĦŸůŉŸƖƣŔŰŊШ ƓƖĲƚĲŰĦĲШ ĬƨƖŔŰŊШ ƣŔůĲƚШ ŸŉШ ƚŸƖƖŸƽЯШ őŔƚШ ŢŸǃŉƨũШ ƓċƖƣŔĦŔƓċƣŔŸŰШ ŔŰШ ůŸůĲŰƣƚШ ŸŉШ ĦĲũĲĤƖċƣŔŸŰЯШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШ
ċŰĬШőŔƚШƣŔƖĲũĲƚƚШĬĲĬŔĦċƣŔŸŰШƣŸШŸƨƖШƻċƖŔŸƨƚШůŔŰŔƚƣƖŔĲƚШċŰĬШŸƨƣƖĲċĦőШĲǭŸƖƣƚЮШcŔƚШŸƓĲŰШĬŸŸƖШċŰĬШũŔƚƣĲŰŔŰŊШĲċƖШ
ĦƖĲċƣĲĬШċШĤƖċƻĲШƚƓċĦĲШŉŸƖШƻƨũŰĲƖċĤŔũŔƣǃШċŰĬШŉŸƚƣĲƖĲĬШċШĬĲĲƓĲƖШƚĲŰƚĲШŸŉШĦŸŰŰĲĦƣŔŸŰШƽŔƣőŔŰШŸƨƖШĦŸŰŊƖĲŊċƣŔŸŰЮ 

ШШШШШШШШШШШШШìőŔũĲШƽĲШƽŔũũШĬĲĲƓũǃШůŔƚƚШőŔƚШƽŔƚĬŸůЯШőŔƚШőƨůŸƖЯШőŔƚШƨŰƚĲũǯƚőШƣĲċůШċƓƓƖŸċĦőЯШċŰĬШőŔƚШƨŰƽċƻĲƖŔŰŊШ
ƚƓŔƖŔƣЯШƽĲШċũƚŸШĦĲũĲĤƖċƣĲШƣőĲШŔŰĦƖĲĬŔĤũĲШŔůƓċĦƣШőĲШőċƚШőċĬШŸŰШŸƨƖШĦőƨƖĦőЮШcĲШũĲċƻĲƚШĤĲőŔŰĬШċШũĲŊċĦǃШŸŉШũŸƻĲЯШ
ƨŰĬĲƖƚƣċŰĬŔŰŊЯШċŰĬШċШƚƣƖĲŰŊƣőĲŰĲĬШĦŸůůŔƣůĲŰƣШƣŸШũŔƻŔŰŊШŸƨƣШŸƨƖШƓƖŸŊƖĲƚƚŔƻĲШƻċũƨĲƚЮ 

ШШШШШШШШШШШШШШìĲШŔŰƻŔƣĲШǃŸƨШƣŸШŢŸŔŰШƨƚШŸŰШÉĲƓƣĲůĤĲƖШΝΠƣőШċƣШΝΜаΜΜċШŉŸƖШċШƚƓĲĦŔċũШƽŸƖƚőŔƓШƣŸШĲǂƓƖĲƚƚШŸƨƖШőĲċƖƣŉĲũƣШ
ċƓƓƖĲĦŔċƣŔŸŰШŉŸƖШÂċƚƣŸƖШsŔůќƚШĬĲĬŔĦċƣĲĬШƚĲƖƻŔĦĲЮ ШƖĲĦĲƓƣŔŸŰШŔŰШuŔŰŊШcċũũШŔŰШőŔƚШőŸŰŸƖШƽŔũũШŉŸũũŸƽШƣőĲШƚĲƖƻŔĦĲЮШ
ÑőŔƚШƽŔũũШĤĲШċŰШŸƓƓŸƖƣƨŰŔƣǃШƣŸШƚőċƖĲШƚƣŸƖŔĲƚЯШŸǭĲƖШƽĲũũШƽŔƚőĲƚЯШċŰĬШĦĲũĲĤƖċƣĲШƣőĲШƓƖŸŉŸƨŰĬШĬŔǭĲƖĲŰĦĲШőĲШőċƚШ
ůċĬĲШŔŰШŸƨƖШũŔƻĲƚШċŰĬШŔŰШƣőĲШũŔŉĲШŸŉШŸƨƖШĦőƨƖĦőЮ 

ШШШШШШШШШШШШШШÑőŸƨŊőШŉċƖĲƽĲũũƚШċƖĲШŰĲƻĲƖШĲċƚǃЯШƽĲШƚĲŰĬШÂċƚƣŸƖШsŔůШŉŸƖƣőШƽŔƣőШŸƨƖШĬĲĲƓĲƚƣШũŸƻĲШċŰĬШĤũĲƚƚŔŰŊƚШċƚШőĲШ
ĲůĤċƖťƚШŸŰШƣőŔƚШŰĲƽШĦőċƓƣĲƖЮШ~ċǃШőŔƚШƓċƣőШĤĲШǯũũĲĬШƽŔƣőШŢŸǃЯШŉƨũǯũũůĲŰƣЯШċŰĬШƣőĲШĦŸŰƣŔŰƨĲĬШŸƓƓŸƖƣƨŰŔƣǃШƣŸШ
ƚőċƖĲШőŔƚШƖĲůċƖťċĤũĲШŊŔŉƣƚШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШƽŸƖũĬЮ 

ШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШÉőċũŸůЯШÂċƨũ 

ШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШìőċƣШĬŸШƽĲШĬŸШŰŸƽеШ§ƨƖШũĲċĬĲƖƚőŔƓШƣĲċůШŔƚШċũƖĲċĬǃШƽŸƖťŔŰŊШŸŰШĦċƖƻŔŰŊШŸƨƣШƽőċƣШƣőĲШŉƨƣƨƖĲШƓċƣőШŸŉШШШШШ
ŸƨƖШĦőƨƖĦőШƽŔũũШĤĲЮШìĲШċƖĲШŔŰШĦŸŰƣċĦƣШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШÉì9ШÖ99ШċŰĬШƽŔũũШĬĲƚŔŊŰШċШĦőƨƖĦőШƓƖŸǯũĲШċŰĬШƚĲċƖĦőШŉŸƖШ
ƓŸƚƚŔĤũĲШĦċŰĬŔĬċƣĲƚШƣŸШċƚƚƨůĲШƣőĲШĬƨƣŔĲƚШÂċƚƣŸƖШsŔůШƓƖĲŉŸƖůĲĬЮШÂċƚƣŸƖƚШőċƻĲШũĲŉƣШĦőƨƖĦőĲƚШŉŸƖШĦĲŰƣƨƖŔĲƚЯШШШШШ
ċŰĬШƣőĲШĦőƨƖĦőШŔƚШƚƣŔũũШċƖŸƨŰĬЮШÉŸШƽŔũũШƽĲЯШċũĤĲŔƣШĬŔǭĲƖĲŰƣЯШĤƨƣШƚƣŔũũШƓƖĲƚĲŰƣЮ ШШШШ 
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A New Pope; A New Day!  
       The death of Pope Francis and the election of Pope Leo XIV signals a change in the Catholic 
leadership. My prayer is that the new pope will continue to lead the church in progressive directions.             
        Forty-two years ago, I met Pope John Paul II.  Here are a few memories of that meeting. 
       My college choir toured Europe in 1983 and one of the stops was the Vatican. We were in the 
audience of 10,000 in the Papal Audience Hall for one of the weekly messages. One of the attending 
officials announced the visiting groups who were in attendance that day. As the names of each group 
were read, that group would stand and clap and/or cheer for themselves. The pope would then politely 
give a welcoming nod. 
    Hearing the response of each group, my choir director, in his most stern voice turned to us and 
whispered, òWe are not clapping or yelling.ó So, when the man read, òwe have the Concert Choir from 
Chapman College in Orange, California,ó we stood as the other groups had, but then our director gave 
us the pitch, and we sang òGloria in excelsis Deo!ó (Latin: Glory to God in the highest!). 
     Time, then, seemed to stand still, or at least move much slower. Pope John Paul II, who appeared to 
be equally unimpressed with each group cheering or clapping for themselves, turned to us and smiled 
and waved. The announcing dignitary then continued reading his long list of visitors. 
     But the pope turned to his assistant and whispered something. That guard then went over to           
the next guard who took the message to the next guard who came up to my director and said,       
òPlease stay afterwards, Pope John Paul II wants to see you.ó Even my 18-year-old thoroughly 
protestant heart began to tremble with the thought that the pope wanted to meet us. 
     The pope then went on to give his weekly message to the world (which he delivered in five different 
languages). After all this, everyone was dismissed, except us. And the railing that separated us from the 
platform was pulled back and we were invited to come forward. 
     Even though I was a lowly freshman, and quite clearly the worst singer in the group, I took over.              
I immediately said, òFormation Aó which was one of the two positions that we had as a choir when we 
would perform. 
     I said that for a couple of reasons: One, the choir, in their excitement of the moment, needed some 
direction; And two, and most importantly for me, it put me in the front center while òFormation Bó     
put me in the back row (Mom didnõt raise a fool here!). 
    When we were in place, the pope came and stood directly in front of me! Being 18 and not knowing 
what one does when the pope stands six inches from you, (mom didnõt instruct me on that one)               
I did what my heart said to do. I put my hand on his shoulder and gently patted his back. 
     After a few publicity photos, he turned around and faced us. Almost instantaneously my fellow choir 
members surged forward toward him extending their hands, many of whom also took out their    
cameras and started taking close-range photos as fast as they could wind their disposable cameras.         
I, too, felt the need to take a photo. But, through the camera lens, I saw how Pope John Paul II winced 
each time those cameras flashed in his face. They were flashing fast furiously. And so, being so close,       
I put my camera down. 
      Instead, I reached out and took his right hand and kissed his ring. I can clearly remember thinking/
praying in my head, òGod, bless this man.ó He then pulled his hands away from the throng and grabbed 
my hand with both of his hands. I donõt know what he was thinking/praying at the time, but it certainly 
felt like òGod, bless this young man.ó 
    While I strongly disagreed with Pope John Paul IIõs stance about birth control, the leadership of 
women in the church, and reproductive rights, just to mention a few things, at that time, I still knew he 
was a man of God and a man of peace. 
     Pope Francis took the Catholic Church in some wonderful new directions. I hope Pope Leo XIV will 
continue that theme and bring healing where there is pain. I also hope the new pope will be a person      
of God and a person of peace like Pope John Paul II and Pope Francis before him. 
     My greeting to the new pope would be the same as my greeting was to his predecessor many       
years earlier: God, bless this man.   

                                                            hŉħŕşǊג bħŷǆ 



God is Still Speaking  3  The Church of the Palms  

  

Mnsdr eqnl xntq  
Dwdbtshud An`qc       

at The Church of the Palms, UCC  

ùQskkcprgkc _lb rfc jgtglü gq c_qw,ú 

       Or so George Gershwin would have us believe in his song immortalized by               

Ella Fitzgerald. While it may be summer, life at The Church of the Palms will be a little         

less easy during the month of June. Niki will be gone most of the month and, yay!,               

we have hired a new Treasurer. Carrie Rowe joined us May 18 th  as Treasurer and is doing a 

great job learning our accounting/financial systems. So, things may be a little less      

smooth here for a short time as we miss Niki and Carrie is in learning mode.                   

Uc ugjj lccb rm dmjjmu K_qrcp Nm &Isle Ds qcpgcq' ufm _btgqcq ùn_rgclac* Ep_qqfmnncp,ú

Things may take a little longer to get done, but it will happen!  

       Here are some things we did during Pastoral sabbaticals that we are adopting             

now to help June pass calmly:  

¶ For the month of June, the office will be open from 9:00a ÷ 1:00p,                      

Monday through Thursday.  

¶ Please understand that Wendy Whitlock and others will cover the phone and will do their 

best to help you at the time of your call. If asked to leave a message, someone will get 

back to you as soon as possible.  

¶ Please call in advance to schedule any appointments with Pastors Paul and Jim.  

¶ Please submit any announcements for the Order of Worship to:   

    manager@thepalms.org  and copy Pastor Jim; jim.alexander@thepalms.org . 

    Announcements should be submitted by Tuesday for the next Sunday service.   

¶ Please submit any Palm Leaf articles to  manager@thepalms.org  by the 15 th  of             

the month.  

¶ Please understand that any late submissions may not be included in the desired Order   

of Worship or The Palm Leaf edition.  

¶ Please contact Victoria McWilliams or Phil Ladd with any questions or concerns.  

 

       Dgl_jjw* gr gq ugrf epc_r q_blcqq rf_r rfc Cvcasrgtc @m_pb _aacnrcb N_qrmp Hgküq

resignation. However, we also are very happy and excited for him as he enters a new 

chapter in his life. We wish him all possible happiness! His last Sunday at TCOTP is 

September 14 th , 2025.        

      All will be well as we Do justice, Love mercy, and Walk humbly with God.  

Victoria McWilliams, Executive Board Chair  
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;¯|j V~ª«qr§ Oqj{j«  
June 1ñtǎŀƭƳ фт ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ƎŜƴǘƭŜ ƭǳƭƭŀōȅΤ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ 
ǊŜǎƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅ ŀƴŘΣ 
ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘΣ ŀ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ŀƴǘƘŜƳ ƻŦ 
ƧǳǎǝŎŜΦ tŀǎǘƻǊ tŀǳƭ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΦ  

 
June 8ñ¢ƘŜ 5ŀȅ ƻŦ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘΦ ²ŜŀǊ w95              
όǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǳǊƎƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƭƻǊ ƻŦ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘύΦ ¢ƘŜ 5ŀȅ ƻŦ 

tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳ 
ŀƴŘ ƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ                             

{ƻ ōŜǿŀǊŜΗ ¸ŀ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƎŜǘ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŜŘΗ                            
tŀǎǘƻǊ tŀǳƭ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΦ wŜŀŘ !Ŏǘǎ нΥм-нмΦ  

 
June 15ñtŀǎǘƻǊ WƛƳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ 

tǊƻǾŜǊōǎ уΦ bƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ƻǳǊ ǾƻƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ 
ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΦ  

 
June 22ñWǳƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅΦ  

wŜǾΦ [ȅƴŜǧŜ ¢ǳǊƴŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΦ                
IŜǊ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƛǎ Ϧ²ŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛƎƘǘΦϦ  

 
June 29ñhǇŜƴ ϧ !ŶǊƳƛƴƎ {ǳƴŘŀȅΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ 

ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀƴ hǇŜƴ ŀƴŘ !ŶǊƳƛƴƎ 
/ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭŜŘ ōȅ wŜǾΦ aŀǊƪ 
aŀƪƻǿǎƪƛΣ wŜǾΦ {ǳǎŀƴ tǊƛƴŎŜƘƻǳǎŜΣ .ƻōōƛŜ /ƘŀǇƳŀƴΣ                     

5ƛŀƴŀ DǊŀŜǩƴƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ 9ƭƎƛŜ DƻƴȊŀƭŜȊΦ  

June Birthdays  
 

Susan Verity 2                                                

Patricia Haskell 4                                        

Renee Olthoff 6                                          

Christine MacNiel 7                                               

Tracy Atkinson 8                                               

Nicole Lindsay 10                                             

Jennifer Duarte 11                                       

Linda Rinsema 11                                           

Don Zoss 11                                                   

Vickie Ashenbrenner 14                                 

Patricia Bunch 19                                         

Michael Langfeltd 20                                  

Debbie Hill 21                                             

Lucille Clark 24                                           

Larry DeLong 24                                         

Mary Hoy 29  

PLANNED GIVING ...The Steward 
The word ôStewardõ is one of those solid words in our vocabulary that has a consistent 
meaning across it many applications. An expansive definition is òone who administers 
anything as the agent of another or others.ó In common vernacular it involves responsibility, 
accountability, management and service to others. If  you travel by train, plane or cruise     
ship you will have a steward that is there to serve your needs as a representative or agent of  
the transportation company. In the earliest days of  passenger flights, a woman who was an       
RN served as a stewardess. When farmers talk about other farmers they refer to them as 
stewards of the land. A respected farmer is one who òleaves the land better than they found 
it.ó This farmer sees himself/herself as a caretaker of the land for their lifetime, passing it 
on to another caretaker as the gift of  land from God. Jesus told several parables about 
faithful and unfaithful stewards. The message is that we are all stewards of  the possessions 
we have. We are not owners but stewards. Stewardship is the core understanding of  our 
relationship to God and the things entrusted to us. ðRev. Max Klinkenborg 
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Our Worship Team has been very productive within the last several months. In addition to 
their regular responsibilities, they have provided leadership in the redressing of the space we 
now call The Chapel at the Palms. We dedicated that space during our Sunday morning worship 
on May 25 th , 2025. The Worship Team also provided leadership in crafting a policy for the use 
of all of our sacred spaces. In light of the political environment, the cultural unrest, and desire 
for safe spaces in which to pray and worship, the policy below is the result of their discussion.    
This policy has been approved by our Executive Board and placed in the Policy and Procedure 
Manual. As with all such policies, these statements may evolve further as we fully embrace our 
mission and vision for The Church of the Palms.  

 
Use of Sacred Spaces and Political Statement for The Church of the Palms  

May 2025  
 
The Church of the Palms is dedicated to being an Open and Affirming Congregation, living into 
_ amkkgrkclr rm qf_pc Embüq slamlbgrgml_j jmtc* hsqrgac _lb cvrp_t_e_lr ucjamkc, Rfc Afspaf
of the Palms is not affiliated with any political party. It is not a requirement for those          
participating in the church to belong to any political party or adhere to a political ideology.  
 

The members of The Church of the Palms have created and agreed to a mission statement 
which guides programs, activities, and policies of the church. The mission statement for the 
church is  rm qf_pc Embüq slamlbgrgml_j jmtc* hsqrgac* _lb cvrp_t_e_lr ucjamkc. The leadership   
of the church will focus and guide the church to plan, execute, and continually monitor any    
activity of the church to fall within the mission statement.  
 

Following the agreed upon mission statement, activities of the church could include justice 
activities that fall into the political realm. The activities will always revolve around factual 
gldmpk_rgml _lb nmjgagcq rf_r bc_j ugrf Embüq slamlbgrgml_j jmtc rm _jj ncmnjc* npmkmrc hsqrgac
for all people, or help to promote an extravagant welcome to all people. Any programming or 
activities for the church should include thoughtful reflection on how it promotes the mission 
statement of the church.  
 

Regarding political activities:  
¶ Petitions can be brought to the church that deal with policies that relate to the mission 

statement but never petitions to endorse candidates.   
 

¶ No one should be harassed or coerced to sign any petition. Petitions should only be     
available to those who are seeking factual information and no one should ever be    
shamed for choosing not to participate or having an opposing view.  

 

¶ As a body, we agree that the promotion of candidates through signage or petition on 
church grounds, or promotion through church communications is inappropriate.   

 

¶ First amendment rights guarantee that individual members may discuss candidates and 
wear clothing promoting a candidate. Clergy and other staff should avoid such clothing or 
conversations on church grounds.   

 

¶ Any clothing, signage, or materials that disparage or ridicule any individual or group is not 
loving, just, or welcoming and should be discouraged on church property or during church 
sponsored events.   

 

¶ Members will always be encouraged to vote but never how to vote.  
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bŀǝƻƴŀƭ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ aŜƴǘŀƭ LƭƭƴŜǎǎ IŜƭǇ [ƛƴŜ                                 
м-улл-фрл-снсп  ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦƴŀƳƛΦƻǊƎκƘŜƭǇ                             
{ǳƛŎƛŘŜ tǊŜǾŜƴǝƻƴ [ƛŦŜƭƛƴŜ  уллΦнтоΦ¢![Y  

{ǳƛŎƛŘŜκ/Ǌƛǎƛǎ IƻǘƭƛƴŜ ¢9·¢ фуу 
¢ǊŀƴǎƭƛŦŜƭƛƴŜ уттΦрсрΦуусл 

  ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ /Ǌƛǎƛǎ [ƛƴŜ  уллΦнтоΦунрр  ǇǊŜǎǎ м                             
tŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ /ŀǊŜ - tŀǎǘƻǊ WƛƳ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊ сноΦтфнΦрнфр           

ƘǧǇǎΥκκǘƘŜǇŀƭƳǎΦƻǊƎκ¢ƻƻƭǎн¢ƘǊƛǾŜ 

The clergy are called to be the prophets that walk among us in the modern world. Following the 
example of the biblical prophets, it is the responsibility of clergy to discuss matters of political 
nmjgaw rf_r glrcpdcpc ugrf Embüq hsqrgac gl rfgq umpjb, Rm a_jj msr _ jc_bcp dmp glhsqrgac gq lmr
only appropriate but biblically founded. Those who disagree with statements of the clergy 
should work toward direct communication with the clergy and seek understanding rather than 
punitive discourse.   
 

In these tumultuous and divisive political times, we as members and friends of The Church     
of the Palms should be continually seeking ways to find paths to greater understanding and    
cooperation. It is impossible to always agree but it is possible to disagree respectfully with     
civil dialogue. Members and friends should be respectful of each other's political views.       
When considering their membership in The Church of the Palms, it is the responsibility of each 
person to take time in prayer and reflection to discern if the mission of the church follows their       
personal belief system.  

May 18 th , 2025 was Mental Health Sunday. Our worship service was led by the W.I.S.E.    
Qrccpgle Amkkgrrcc _lb N_qrmp Hgküq kcqq_ec mddcpcb qctcp_j rmmjq rf_r uc a_l glampnmp_rc gl
our daily life related to the mental health realities we all face. One tool was prayer. Here is a 
great way of thinking about prayer as written by one of our sister -W.I.S.E. Congregations.  

How Are We To Pray?  
 

? amkkml oscqrgml-pcqnmlqc G fc_p8 ùG bmlür
ilmu fmu rm np_w, G bmlür ilmu fmu rm
np_w _`msr rf_r,ú ?lw md sq* _lwrgkc a_l
cvncpgclac _ rgkc ufcl uc bmlür dccj uc
can pray.  
   

Qmkcrgkcq uc f_tc rfc oscqrgml* ùUfm gq
jgqrclgle=ú* rf_r qrmnq sq dpmk _rrcknrgle rm
pray. It is much more common than we talk 
about, how does one pray? There are a myriad 
of resources on ideas and formulas of how to 
pray.  I suggest there is not a set, magic way 
to pray. God hears, whether we whisper it in 
our minds, or say aloud what is in our hearts/
ml msp qmsjq, Ctcl* qgknjw ùG _k fcpc*ú
is heard by God.  
 

Meister Eckhart was  a Dominican theologian 
and writer who is recognized as one, if not the 
greatest German speculative mystic.  ùGd the 
only prayer  you ever say  in your entire life 
is rf_li wms* gr ugjj `c clmsef*ú gq mlc md fgq
most famous quotes.  ùQmkcrgkcq np_wcp gq 

lmr c_qw,ú ? dcu wc_pq _em* N_qrmp
Susan  Valiquette  introduced First Phoenix 
UCC rm rfc ùapmqq np_wcp*ú _l c_qw rcknj_rc
dmp apc_rgle mlcüq mul np_wcp, Gd np_wgle
gqlür _ju_wq c_qw* rfgq rcknj_rc kgefr `c a       
good tool:  ùRfgq kmbcj a_l `c _ sqcdsj rmmj,
Bmlür mtcprfgli np_wgle, R_ji _jmsb _lb egtc
this tool a try. And when really worn out and 
rgpcbôgr a_l `c _ qgknjc c_qw rmmj rm ilmu wms
f_tc qrcnncb glrm np_wcp qn_ac ugrf Emb,ú 

https://www.nami.org/help
https://thepalms.org/Tools2Thrive/

