"The Palm Lea
e \\“

A LETTER FROM PAUL June 2025

Vodkex g Wi RaqéWc el qt W[ eddWYnW] !l ¢cqRaeal Ja

22

|
' IMAGINE!

Walkmg humbly with God.
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Another LETTER FROM PAUL! June 2025

A New Pope; A New Day!
The death of Pope Francis and the election of Pope Leo XIV signals a change in the Cail
leadership. My prayer is that the new pope will continue to lead the church in progressive directic
Forty-two years ago, | met Pope John Paul Here are a few memories of that meeting.
\§ My college choir toured Europe in 1983 and one of the stops was the Vatican. We were in
, audience of 10,000 in the Papal Audience Hall for one of the weekly messages. One of the atte
| officials announced the visiting groups who were in attendance that day. As the names of each ¢
were read, that group would stand and clap and/or cheer for themselespope would then politely
give a welcoming nod.
Hearing the response of each group, my choir director, in his most stern voice turned to us
whisperedo We are not clapping or gwe | hage 6t IS®, Caov
Chapman Coll ege i we stbodaas thecother Graups hfidp buinthem quibdirector gav
us the pitch, andwe samgGIl or i a i n (Latk: Gy ® Gal inEhe lmigheast!).
Time, then, seemed to stand still, or at least move much slower. Pope John Paul Il, who appear
B be equaIIy unlmpressed with each group cheering or clapping for themselves, turned to us and s

But the pope turned to his assistant and whispered something. That guard then went over

=% the next guard who took the message to the next guard who came up to my director and s

"0OPl ease stay afterwards, Pope Jo hyeardtdathotoughlyl

" protestant heart began to tremble with the thought that the pope wanted to meet us.

.. The pope then went on to give his weekly message to the world (which he delivered in five diffe

= languages). After all this, everyone was dismissed, except us. And the railing that separated us fror

2 platform was pulled back and we were invited to come forward.

b Even though | was a lowly freshman, and quite clearly the worst singer in the group, | took ov

“% | immediately saidp F o r ma twhichiwas/ige of the two positions that we had as a choir when v

- would perform.

' | said that for a couple of reasons: One, the choir, in their excitement of the moment, needgds,

f?dlrectlon; And Etiwaol, awun t. 1. Jpeashit importantly f

B put me in the backrow Mom di dnot raise a fool here! ).
When we were in place, the pope came and stood directly in front of me! Being 18 and not

“what one does when the pope stands six inches from gjomo m di dn o't [patibes st

| did what my heart said to dd.put my hand on his shoulder and gently patted his back. -
After a few publicity photos, he turned around and faced us. Almost instantaneously my fellow:€

members surged forward toward him extending their hands, many of whom also took out'ik

cameras and started taking clesenge photos as fast as they could wind their disposable cam

[, too, felt the need to take a photo. But, through the camera lens, | saw how Pope John Paul Il

each time those cameras flashed in his face. They were flashing fast furiously. And so, being

| put my camera down. |
Instead, | reached out and took his right hand and kissed his ring. | can clearly remember thiQis

praylnglnmyheadoGod bl e sk -t hi/s ma:fifs'o THe st h e Tr Wl |

my. h'asn.d iwigt h' biot hA Gt £higsy. 19a:N s I dondt kn oW
gt t' 170 KiledBio G ot bless Rh™=s% -0 U"n ¢ gma i’ 6 4
Whi |l e | SR r  oRARCEIE VIS SEMNS Al e d. Wit e PopejlkJ o hing
women in the church, and reproductive rights, just to mention a few things, at that time, | still knew?

was a man of God and a man of peace. ’
Pope Francis took the Catholic Church in some wonderful new directions. | hope Pope Leo XM
continue that theme and bring healing where there is pain. | also hope the new pope will be a
of God and a person of peace like Pope John Paul Il and Pope Francis before him.
My greeting to the new pope would be the same as my greeting was to his predecesso
W years earlierGod, bless this man.

P hnhfsNA bhydz




Dwdbt sh

at The Church of the Palms, UCC

7

uUQskkcprgkec _Ib rfec jgtgli gg c_qw,

Or so George Gershwin would have us believe in his song immortalized by
Ella Fitzgerald. While it may be summer, life at The Church of the Palms will be a little
less easy during the month of June. Niki will be gone most of the month and, yay!,
we have hired a new Treasurer. Carrie Rowe joined us May 18 th
great job learning our accounting/financial systems. So, things may be a little less
smooth here for a short time as we miss Niki and Carrie is in learning mode.
Uc ugj j l ccb rm dmjjmu K_qgrcp Nm &l sl e Ds
Things may take a little longer to get done, but it will happen!

Here are some things we did during Pastoral sabbaticals that we are adopting
now to help June pass calmly:

1 For the month of June, the office will be open from 9:00a + 1:00p,

Monday through Thursday.

1 Please understand that Wendy Whitlock and others will cover the phone and will do their
best to help you at the time of your call. If asked to leave a message, someone will get
back to you as soon as possible.

Please call in advance to schedule any appointments with Pastors Paul and Jim.
Please submit any announcements for the Order of Worship to:
manager@thepalms.org  and copy Pastor Jim; jim.alexander@thepalms.org
Announcements should be submitted by Tuesday for the next Sunday service.

1 Please submit any Palm Leaf articles to manager@thepalms.org by the 15 " of

the month.

1 Please understand that any late submissions may not be included in the desired Order
of Worship or The Palm Leaf edition.

1 Please contact Victoria McWilliams or Phil Ladd with any questions or concerns.

Dgl jjw* gr gq ugr f epc _r g_bl cqgq rf _r
resignation. However, we also are very happy and excited for him as he enters a new
chapter in his life. We wish him all possible happiness! His last Sunday at TCOTP is
September 14 ™, 2025.

All will be well as we Do justice, Love mercy, and Walk humbly with God.

Victoria McWilliams, Executive Board Chair

as Treasurer and is doing a

u

qcpog
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PLANNED GIVING ..The Steward

The word oStewardo I s one of t hose s ol
meaning across it many applications. A
anything as the agent of another or otlh
accountability, management and service to others. If you travel by train, plane or cru
ship you will have a steward that is there to serve your needs as a representative or agel
the transportation company. In the earliest days of passenger flights, a woman who wa:
RN served as a stewardess. When farmers talk about other farmers they refer to then
stewards of the |l and. A respected far me
i t. 6 This farmer sees himself/ herself a
on to another caretaker as the gift of land from God. Jesus told several parables al
faithful and unfaithful stewards. The message is that we are all stewards of the posses:
we have. We are not owners but stewards. Stewardship is the core understanding of
relationship to God and the things entrusted to dRev. Max Klinkenborg
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Our Worship Team has been very productive within the last several months. In addition to
their regular responsibilities, they have provided leadership in the redressing of the space we
now call The Chapel at the Palms. We dedicated that space during our Sunday morning worship
on May 25 ", 2025, The Worship Team also provided leadership in crafting a policy for the use
of all of our sacred spaces. In light of the political environment, the cultural unrest, and desire
for safe spaces in which to pray and worship, the policy below is the result of their discussion.
This policy has been approved by our Executive Board and placed in the Policy and Procedure
Manual. As with all such policies, these statements may evolve further as we fully embrace our
mission and vision for The Church of the Palms.

Use of Sacred Spaces and Political Statement for The Church of the Palms
May 2025

The Church of the Palms is dedicated to being an Open and Affirming Congregation, living into
_amkkgrkclr rm qf pc Embuqgqg sl amlbgrgml _j ] mtc* h
of the Palms is not affiliated with any political party. It is not a requirement for those

participating in the church to belong to any political party or adhere to a political ideology.

The members of The Church of the Palms have created and agreed to a mission statement

which guides programs, activities, and policies of the church. The mission statement for the

churchis rm qf_pc Embiqg s/ aml bgrgml _j j mt c *. Theslapdeglapc *
of the church will focus and guide the church to plan, execute, and continually monitor any

activity of the church to fall within the mission statement.

Following the agreed upon mission statement, activities of the church could include justice

activities that fall into the political realm. The activities will always revolve around factual

gl dmpk _r g ml _I'b nmjgagcqg rf _r bc_] ugr f Embuiuqg sl
for all people, or help to promote an extravagant welcome to all people. Any programming or

activities for the church should include thoughtful reflection on how it promotes the mission

statement of the church.

Regarding political activities:
1 Petitions can be brought to the church that deal with policies that relate to the mission
statement but never petitions to endorse candidates.

1 No one should be harassed or coerced to sign any petition. Petitions should only be
available to those who are seeking factual information and no one should ever be
shamed for choosing not to participate or having an opposing view.

1 As a body, we agree that the promotion of candidates through signage or petition on
church grounds, or promotion through church communications is inappropriate.

1 First amendment rights guarantee that individual members may discuss candidates and
wear clothing promoting a candidate. Clergy and other staff should avoid such clothing or
conversations on church grounds.

1 Any clothing, signage, or materials that disparage or ridicule any individual or group is not
loving, just, or welcoming and should be discouraged on church property or during church
sponsored events.

1 Members will always be encouraged to vote but never how to vote.

God is Still Speaking 5 The Church of the Palms



The clergy are called to be the prophets that walk among us in the modern world. Following the

example of the biblical prophets, it is the responsibility of clergy to discuss matters of political

nmjgaw rf _r gl rcpdcpc wugrf Embiug hsqgrgac gl rfggq
only appropriate but biblically founded. Those who disagree with statements of the clergy

should work toward direct communication with the clergy and seek understanding rather than

punitive discourse.

In these tumultuous and divisive political times, we as members and friends of The Church
of the Palms should be continually seeking ways to find paths to greater understanding and
cooperation. It is impossible to always agree but it is possible to disagree respectfully with
civil dialogue. Members and friends should be respectful of each other's political views.
When considering their membership in The Church of the Palms, it is the responsibility of each
person to take time in prayer and reflection to discern if the mission of the church follows their
personal belief system.

IS E

Congregation for Mental Wellness
Welcoming | Inclusive U S

Supportive | Engaged

May 18 ™, 2025 was Mental Health Sunday. Our worship service was led by the W.I.S.E.
Qrccpgle Amkkgrrcc _I'b N_qrmp Hgkiuq kcgg_ec mddcp
our daily life related to the mental health realities we all face. One tool was prayer. Here is a
great way of thinking about prayer as written by one of our sister -W.I.S.E. Congregations.

How Are We To Pray? | mr c_qw, U ? dcu wc _p

? amkkml oscqrgml - pcgnml gESANG Valigetty gintigdgced, mrirgt r Phoenix
ilmu fmu rm np_w, G bmlUeer m |mfuc fUAP MEEG NPp_wcp*u
’?

np_w _"msr rf _r,q lw mdmpsg@&pc _|rndrligek c mlac g mul

cvncpgclac _ rgkc ufcl @@l Urml djru_avdcjc_@qaev* r f gag

can pray. goodtool' uRf gq kmbcj a_| T C
m;cprf wgl e,

Qmkcrgkcaq uc f_tec rfc 5 u

jgqrclgle=0a* rf _r qr mnagq t%oé%t%lﬁndwpqné ngénlo%tanplm

pray. It is much more common than we talk r gpc 6gr "a_l - knjc

about, how does one pray? There are a myriad f_tc qgrecnnchbh 9' rm np_wc p

of resources on ideas and formulas of how to

pray. | suggest there is not a set, magic way

to pray. God hears, whether we whisper it in

our minds, or say aloud what is in our hearts/

mi| ms p gmsij q, Ctcl* ggknjw uG Kk fcpc*u
is heard by God.

Meister Eckhart was a Dominican theologian

and writer who is recognized as one, if not the

greatest German speculative mystic. u Gthe
only prayer you ever say in your entire life
isr f | wms* gr ugjj "c cl msef*0 gg mlc md fggqg

most famous quotes. U Qmkcrgkcqg np_wcp ggq
God is Still Speaking 6 The Church of the Palms


https://www.nami.org/help
https://thepalms.org/Tools2Thrive/

