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at The Church of the Palms, UCC

Monday, June 2, 2025 the Executive Board, Personnel Board and Volunteer
Cle_eckclr Amkkgrrcc &TCA' kcr rm bggasqgq Rfec
upcoming pastoral search.

The following is a result of the brainstorming session.
It is with a hopeful and prayerful heart for all TCOTP efforts that we share these thoughts
with you.

As we enter this transitional time filled with anticipation, a palpable sense of grief, and a
determination to see this through, we are reminded that our pastoral leadership has
already given us a progressive prophetic theme to guide The Church of the Palms
during the year 2025.
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congregation rooted in Social Justice principles and actions. An Open and Affirming

statement that challenges our lives to be radically hospitable and provide a safe place

for all. And a wisdom/prophetic community made up of highly gifted members who

choose involvement over retirement.
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Grounded with the tools to manage our way, we have the confidence to begin this process

of moving forward and putting in place the necessary steps to form a transitional plan.
Cultivating our existing talents will enable us to be active DO -sciples. The readiness and
willingness of our KIN -dom members will allow for the Spirit to actively work the pastoral

soil.
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music ministry needs. And there will be members re -called into service.
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at The Church of the Palms, UCC
continued
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wisdom -community. We know patience and have experience that our efforts will pay off.

The Church of the Palms is blessed with ground that is fiscally firm. We can step forth
in faith. We can take chances. We have invited change. We expect challenges.

And technology gives us public witness with outdoor signage and to our active presence
through our webpage. Maintaining and remaining relevant are critical as we aspire to be
heard and seen by our members through worship, meetings, and gatherings.

Rfggq npmacqq f _q glgrg_j qrcngqg, Ugrf N_qr mp N_
music ministry needs. And there will be members re -called into service. Think of the

richness that already exists in our garden! A team will be formed to support our pastoral

initiatives. God not only speaks but is cheering us onward!

The coming days and weeks will unfold because we dare to walk a progressive prophetic
path. Together we discern and celebrate the Spirit in our midst. Justice, kindness and
humility are our steps that will guide us on this journey. Come Holy Spirit! Come Inflame
our hearts!

The congregational input in this process will be determined once the transitional plan is
in place. This is an important step as the congregational input (listening sessions) are

critical to a successful transition.

Mark Makowski, Executive Board Secretary and John Durbin, VEC Secretary
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July 6N Pastor Paul will be preaching.

Read Luke 10:211. Fireworks are going off in George Walll 2
our society. What can we say to the country _
we love? Bill Brandenberger 8

July 13N Read Luke 10:2537. The Good Robert Mangold 16

Samaritan is a familiar story. How does the Jim Barnes 19
story end? We aren't told! How will our story
end? Be intentional! Pastor Paul will Bobbie Chapman 19

be preaching.

Marlys Davenport 21

July 200N Pastor Jim will be preaching
from Luke 10:38-4 2. What 6s npkw wi ©ardemRunck 21

Mary and Martha story that might help us _
understand our calling? Norman Krinsky 21

July 27R  Pastor Paul is back in the B T

pulpit. Read Luke 11:1-13. The disciples asked] Elizabeth Copus 23
Jesus to teach them a prayer. What would you
tell someone if they asked, "Can you teach me Joyce Dass 23

to pray?" What are the basics of prayer?

Mandy DeSmidt 26

Pastor Jim 28

News From the Office .
Deborah Fleming 29

Wendy Whitlock will be in the office as the Doris Gott 31
interim office manager for awhile. We ask
for patience as we work together during

this transitional period. If you would like to provide flowers for

If you need to reach the office, the summer a Sunday morning worship in memory
hours are 9:00AM to of someone, in honor of someone, or in
o 1:00PM. The email for the celebration of a life event, there is a
© office remains the same: sign -up sheet in the narthex on the
\M manager@thepalms.org green tables.

Dl s 1)
God is Still Speaking 4 The Church of the Palms



God is Still Speaking

Sacred Spaces Team Established

The Worship Team is excited to announce that a work group
has been established to design and facilitated activities and
events that will take place within our sacred spaces on campus.
The Sacred Spaces Team will be meeting very soon to establish
a calendar of events like guided prayer, devotions, spiritual
development, mindfulness, guided labyrinth walks, special
worship services, personal self -reflection and more! The desire
is to have a weekly activity alternating among the spaces that
will be meaningful and supportive of our congregation and
community. If you are interested in becoming part of the
Sacred Spaces Team, please contact Jennifer Hoppe or
Pastor Jim. We will provide more details to you.

Ellen Merchant, Rev. Susan Princehouse, David Klingensmith,
Kay Klinkenborg, John Durbin, Rev. Lynette Turner,
Deanna Delong, Linette Stenberg, Rev. Mark Makowski,
Pastor Jim, Wendy Whitlock, and Jennifer Hoppe and
Robin Dilley are the members of the Sacred Spaces Team.
Many of them have facilitated events on the Labyrinth and
in The Chapel at the Palms. We are grateful for the gifts of each
of these folks!

Be on the lookout for upcoming events
within the weekly order of worship.
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