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A LETTER FROM PAUL August 2025  

The IRS's Dangerous Erosion of Democracy  

My thoughts...on July 7th, the IRS took a startling step, issuing a consent 
decree that effectively gutted the  Johnson Amendment  for churches. For 
70 years, this critical law safeguarded our democracy by preventing tax -
exempt religious institutions from endorsing political candidates. Now, the 
IRS astonishingly equates a pastor's directive on who to vote for with 

mere "family discussions."  

This shortsighted decision has profound implications. It allows churches to 
function as partisan political instruments while retaining their  tax -exempt 
status , a privilege worth billions in foregone tax revenue. This opens a 

dangerous pipeline, enabling wealthy donors to inject unlimited funds through churches directly 

into elections, distorting the democratic process . 

This change is a direct assault on the integrity of both faith and democracy. We've witnessed 
the corrosive effect of unchecked money in politics through cases like  Citizens United , where 
the voices of ordinary people were drowned out. When religious authority and political power 
become intertwined, and sacred spaces are transformed into taxpayer -subsidized campaign 

offices, the independent moral voice of faith is compromised.  

The timing of this action is concerning, mirroring tactics often employed by authoritarian 
regimes that weaponize religious institutions to solidify political control. This environment is 
ripe for the growth of  Christian Nationalism  in America. The Johnson Amendment was one of 

our last remaining defenses, and it's now being systematically dismantled.  

Moreover, this creates an unfair and unequal playing field: churches are granted a free pass to 
endorse candidates, while other tax -exempt organizations are still bound by the very law the 
IRS has effectively nullified for religious institutions. True faith institutions offer comfort and 
challenge power without bowing to political or corporate influence. The essential independence 
of the church is now under severe threat. If every sanctuary becomes a campaign office, we 

risk losing the crucial moral compass that independent faith provides.  

It's imperative that our voices rise above the financial influence attempting to silence and 

corrupt the pulpit.  

Shalom, Paul  
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 United Church of Christ Accuses Donald Trump of 'Domestic Terrorism'  
Rfc Slgrcb Afspaf md Afpgqr &SAA' `p_lbcb qmkc md Bml_jb Rpsknüq GAC p_gbq  bmkcqrga
terrorism," saying the administration is "weaponizing the constitution." The UCC said these things 
gl _ ùPcqmjsrgml md Ugrlcqqú a_jjcb  Pcqnmlbgle rm rfc dcbcp_j emtcplkclr%q _rr_ai ml gkkgep_lrq*
migrants and refugees," which was passed (627 -8) during the 35th biennial General Synod in 
Kansas City, Missouri.  
  
The "domestic terrorism" label was used to describe operations in which ICE agents worked 
"without uniforms, wearing masks or refusing to identify themselves."  
  
Why It Matters.  The UCC's public denunciation marks one of the strongest rebukes of President 
Trump's immigration enforcement by a major U.S. Christian denomination. The move comes amid 
escalating concern from faith -based organizations over the government's approach to immigrant, 
migrant, and refugee communities øincluding criticism of ICE tactics and the expansion of private 
detention.  
  
Other examples of similar rebukes have come from Catholic figures such as Reverend Michael 
Pham, bishop of San Diego, California, who joined several of his colleagues in calling for priests, 
deacons, and parish leaders to accompany migrants to court and stand in solidarity with them.  
  
What To Know.  The UCC said in its resolution: "Thirty -Fifth General Synod of the United Church of 
Christ denounces all violations and weaponization of the constitution, federal law, and international 
human rights law committed by the current administration, including its abuse and misuse of the 
Alien Enemies Act, its denial of the constitutional right to due process for immigrants summarily 
deported or indefinitely detained, its denial of First Amendment rights, its ending of the asylum 
seeker and refugee resettlement programs, and denounces domestic terrorism carried out by ICE 
agents working without uniforms, wearing masks or refusing to identify themselves."  
  
Rfc ùLm Qcapcr Nmjgac ?ar*ú introduced by California state Senator Scott Wiener, would prohibit law 
enforcement at all levels from concealing their identities. It was approved by a legislative 
committee on July 15, 2025, but has yet to be passed into law.  
  
The UCC also called on the national church and its member bodies to divest from for -profit 
detention businesses, citing human rights concerns in U.S. detention centers.  
  
Abigail Cipparone, UCC Office of Public Policy and Advocacy:  "It is important for us to rededicate 
ourselves to protecting immigrants and refugees, also because of our call as Christians...To see so 
many people really speak out against what we see as a violation of our Christian values, as a 
violation of our faith, was really inspiring."  
  
Bishop Mark J. Seitz, USCCB Committee on Migration, El Paso:  "It is deeply troubling and 
inexcusable that measures  intended to ensure the basic safety of pregnant mothers and their 
young children while in government custody could be rescinded with such indifference toward the 
vulnerability of those involved."  
  
What Happens Next.  The UCC and allied religious organizations are expected to continue their 
advocacy for immigrant rights, including renewed calls for divestment from private detention 
businesses and expanded support for affected families. The broader impact on public policy, 
enforcement practices, and church -state relations remains under close watch as events unfold.  
  
This article originally appeared in Newsweek. It has been edited for content.  
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Mnsdr eqnl xntq  
Dwdbtshud An`qc       

at The Church of the Palms, UCC  

 

I had an entirely different article written for this monthôs newsletter. It was full of updates and 
plansðgood and important things. But after hearing Pastor Paulôs powerful sermon on  
Luke 10:25ï37, the story of the Good Samaritan, I knew I had to start over. 

There was something deeply convicting in the way Pastor Paul reminded us that to truly live, we 
must be willing to help others live. It isnôt just about doing the right thing when it's convenient or 
when it's part of a committeeôs agendaðitôs about being present enough to see someone in need 
and choosing to act, even when that action might disrupt our own path. 

Thatôs what the Samaritan did. He intervened. He stepped off the expected road and changed a 
strangerôs journeyðbecause he was willing to let his own journey be changed. That truth really 
made me think: we have the power to change someone elseôs story if weôre willing to let God 
change ours first. 

What also struck me, painfully and honestly, was the reminder that tradition can sometimes get in 
the way of our humanity. The people who passed by in the story werenôt bad people. They were 
just... bound by expectations. And that hit close to home. How often do we, even with good 
intentions, let our roles or routines distract us from the call to compassion? 

I pray that I always have enough courage to stop, to see, and to serve. And Iôm reminded that I 
donôt walk that road alone. 

This churchðyou, usðare a beacon of hope in a world that desperately needs more light. You are 
a community where radical compassion is not just preached but practiced. I see it in the way we 
welcome every person, in the way we speak truth with love, and in the way we hold space for each 
otherôs pain and joy. 

Letôs keep being the church even in the challenging times we face now. Letôs keep choosing to 
intervene. Letôs let go of anything that makes us forget our shared humanity and embrace the kind 
of love that doesnôt just pass by on the other side. 

With gratitude and hope, 

Jessica Hermann 

Ministry Council Chair 
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!¯p¯«® V~ª«qr§ Oqj{j«  
August 3ñRead Isaiah 1:1, 10 -20. 
What are the ethics of Prayer? Are our 

prayers graded? Pastor Paul will  
be preaching.  

 

August 10ñMark Makowski will be 
preaching. Our God is a God of the second 
chance. Hear our candidate's sermon and 
hang around for the vote after worship.    

 

August 17ñIs it "buy faith" or "by 
faith"? Let's be clear... The pioneer and 
perfector of our faith can't be bought! 

Pastor Jim preaches from  
Hebrews 11:29 through 12:2.  

 

August 24ñ  How did you get your 
name? What are the responsibilities of being 
named The Church of the Palms? Read Luke 

13:10 -17. Pastor Paul will be back  
in the pulpit.  

 

August 31ñ Read Luke 14:1, 7 -14.  
Pastor Paul will be preaching. How can we 

add years not fears to our lives?  

Arouet Fundraiser 
 

If you have attended any of our Re -Entry Simulations, you know how difficult it can be to start 
over in society after incarceration. This year Arouet is holding a household item sale to raise 
funds to help these women leaving Perryville. If you have any items you would like to donate --  
towels, sheets, dishes, pots and pans, tools, pictures, etc. --  please leave them in the Arouet 
donation box in August. (Please make sure your donated item is no bigger than something that 

could fit in the back of a small car.)  

Thank you for helping these women who face incredible obstacles upon leaving incarceration.  

Questions? Email  Nancy Nonini ønnonini19@gmail.com  

August Birthdays  
 

Jerry Lovell 8-1 
 

Abby Atkins 8-7 
 

Pat Clarke 8-7 
 

Philip Maher 8-7 
 

Bonnie Wyman 8-11 
 

Chuck Eckstein 8-13 
 

Pat Thorpe 8-14 
 

Linette Stenberg 8-16 
 

Carl Adrian 8-19 
 

Terry Starr 8-19 
 

Karl­Heinz Feiste 8-22 
 

Ruth Humes 8-22 
 

Pat Seaborg 8-24 
 

Mindy Nemecek 8-26 
 

Carolyn Modeen 8-28 
 

Warren Pinter 8-29 
 

Lynette Turner 8-29 
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Our Social Justice Immigrant Ministry has partnered with 
an organization called Humane Borders. This organization, 
motivated by faith and the universal need for kindness, 
maintains a system of dozens of water stations in the 
Sonoran Desert on routes used by migrants making the 
perilous journey to the United States on foot. With the 
recent ICE crackdowns at established border crossing 
human smugglers are dropping off migrants at more 
remote areas. The primary mission of Humane Borders is to 
save desperate people from death by dehydration and 
exposure and to create a just and humane environment in 
the borderlands. The water stations are established and 
located with permission from private and public landowners 
and managers. The water is for everyone -migrants, hikers, 
and Border Patrol agents. Because we all are human and we 

all need water to survive.      

For the donation of $1,000, Church of The Palms adopted 

the Cow Pasture Station.  

Situated on a private ranch only a few miles from the U.S./Mexico border, the  Cow Pasture 
Station lies on desert grasslands that teem with wildlife and wandering ranch 
animals.  Volunteers often see cows resting in shady spots beneath trees, while horses greet us 
on bumpy dirt roads. Humane Borders was asked by the property owners to place a barrel 
here after the owners noticed migrants attempting to get water from pipes and cattle 
troughs. The kindness of the ranchers and willingness to allow volunteers on their land helps 
us make safe water available for everyone, especially in an area where we find signs of recent 

migrant activity.  

For more information on the Humane Border project please talk to Larry Cornelius.  

ÑőĲН9ŸƽНÂċƚƣƨƖĲНÉƣċƣŔŸŰН-НĬŸƓƣĲĬНĤǃН
ÑőĲН9őƨƖĦőНŸŉНƣőĲНÂċũůƚЯНÉƨŰН9ŔƣǃН ü 

/ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ tŀƭƳǎ LƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ {ŀǾŜǎ [ƛǾŜǎ 

INFORMATION SESSION COMING THIS MONTH!  
Once again the Evangelism & Growth Team is encouraging visitors to join them at the next 
Information Session held on Wednesday, August 20, at 3:00p in King Hall. If you are weary 
from your search for a church, consider attending this session to discover if The Church of the 
Palms fits your needs. If fascinated to learn more, please sign up in the Narthex. You will be 
given the opportunity to visit with Pastor Paul and/or Pastor Jim and a few other awesome 
leaders, learn some church history, available opportunities and church structure. Also, 
introductions are fascinating plus a bonus of getting answers to your questions. A guided tour 
of the church will be provided, followed by a light supper with fellowship and a photo session. 
Bring basic information as there are a couple of forms to complete if you decide to become a   
new member.  

*New members will then be introduced to our congregation at the following Sunday,  
August 24, service.  
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bŀǝƻƴŀƭ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ aŜƴǘŀƭ LƭƭƴŜǎǎ IŜƭǇ [ƛƴŜ                                 
м-улл-фрл-снсп  ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦƴŀƳƛΦƻǊƎκƘŜƭǇ                             
{ǳƛŎƛŘŜ tǊŜǾŜƴǝƻƴ [ƛŦŜƭƛƴŜ  уллΦнтоΦ¢![Y  
{ǳƛŎƛŘŜκ/Ǌƛǎƛǎ IƻǘƭƛƴŜ утт-оол-сосс  

¢ǊŀƴǎƭƛŦŜƭƛƴŜ уттΦрсрΦуусл 
  ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ /Ǌƛǎƛǎ [ƛƴŜ  уллΦнтоΦунрр  ǇǊŜǎǎ м                             

tŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ /ŀǊŜ - tŀǎǘƻǊ WƛƳ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊ сноΦтфнΦрнфр           
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǘƘŜǇŀƭƳǎΦƻǊƎκ¢ƻƻƭǎн¢ƘǊƛǾŜ 

Everyone agrees that stress and anxiety are high in our country, state and town; even in our 
families and friendships this might be the case. What are we to do to ease the strain and more 

importantly take care of ourselves and others?  

I could make you a list of things to do; copy from the professionals about self -care and being 
community to one another. But in hard times, the more simple the focus, the more successful in 

reducing my stress.  

Qm rmb_wô,IGLBLCQQCQ, ?nnc_pq rm `c _ tcpw qk_jj umpb, @sr gr n_aiq jm_bq md emmb ugjj* ùG qcc
wms* wms _pc gknmpr_lr* G f_tc rgkc dmp wms* ctcl gr gq gl rfgq kmkclr mljw,ú Lmu rfc rpgai gqô

we have to do it for ourselves as well as others.  

Professional psychology and self -care literature has a myriad of options for selection. I am going 
to highlight some key self -iglblcqq afmgacq wms a_l _argt_rc _r _lwrgkc- _lwufcpc, Bmlür
hesitate to use the self -care habits you have developed for reinforcement in difficult times. This 

is a simplified focus.  

1.  Start your day (or interrupt your day): I wish for myself today safety, happiness, and  

well -being. I deserve the kindness I will give myself.  

2.  Positive Self - talk: if you find your mind berating, negating or downgrading your thoughts: 
STOP. Reverse the words: I breath in love for me right now! I deserve the love I am giving 
kwqcjd gl rfgq kmkclr G _k jmtcb _lb grüq `w Embüq bcqgel _lb G aj_gk gr G ugjj lmr
n_prgagn_rc gl û`_b-  kmsrfgleü kwqcjd rmb_w Wms ngai rfc nfp_qc rf_r pcgldmpacq wmsp jmtc dmp
you. Write them on 3x5 cards if you are a visual person and that positive reinforcement  

is helpful.  

3.  Place your hand over your heart and breathe in deeply feeling the love of God that is never 
in doubt. Do this three times. Some people find placing their hand over the upper stomach 

rmsafcq _ ûAf_ip_ü rf_r gq kc_lgledsj rm rfck, 

4.  Nmqgrgtc _ddgpk_rgmlq rfpmsefmsr rfc b_w, ùK_w G _aacnr kwqcjd ugrf amkn_qqgml _lb lml-

hsbeckclrú, ùK_w G `c iglb rm kwqcjd* eclrjc _q G umsjb `c ugrf _ dpgclb,ú 

Most often it is much easier for us to extend kindness to others than to ourselves. There was a 
marvelous poem posted on July 10 th gratefulness.org. The poem speaks for itself, you do this 

many times unconsciously; but may each of us approach our days with more  

ûGLRCLRGMLü rm iglblcqq, ?lb a_raf mspqcjtcq n_qqgle IGLBLCQQ _jmle, 

hƴŜ aŀƧƻǊ ²ƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ CƻŎǳǎ ƛƴ ¢ƘŜǎŜ IŀǊŘ ¢ƛƳŜǎΥ YLb5b9{{9{ 

https://www.nami.org/help
https://thepalms.org/Tools2Thrive/
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Small Kindnesses  

Gütc `ccl rfgligle _`msr rfc u_w* ufcl wms u_ji 
down a crowded aisle, people pull in their legs  

rm jcr wms `w, Mp fmu qrp_lecpq qrgjj q_w ù`jcqq wmsú 
when someone sneezes, a leftover  

dpmk rfc @s`mlga nj_esc, ùBmlür bgc*ú uc _pc q_wgle, 
And sometimes, when you spill lemons  

from your grocery bag, someone else will help you  
ngai rfck sn, Kmqrjw* uc bmlür u_lr rm f_pk c_af mrfcp, 

We want to be handed our cup of coffee hot,  
and to say thank you to the person handing it. To smile  

at them and for them to smile back. For the waitress  
to call us honey when she sets down the bowl of clam chowder,  

and for the driver in the red pick -up truck to let us pass.  
We have so little of each other, now. So far  

from tribe and fire. Only these brief moments of exchange.  
What if they are the true dwelling of the holy, these  
djccrgle rcknjcq uc k_ic rmecrfcp ufcl uc q_w* ùFcpc* 

f_tc kw qc_r*ú ùEm _fc_bøwms dgpqr*ú ùG jgic wmsp f_r,ú 

 

Danusha Laméris  

From  Healing the Divide: Poems of Kindness and Connection  (Green Writers Press, 2019).  

 

Apc_rmp8 K_w uc _nnpm_af c_af b_w ugrf _ bcjg`cp_rc ûGLRCLRGML RM IGLBLCQQü, Fcjn sq
bring a touch of kindness to ourselves and others that ripples through the world. Impacting the 

energy around us that speaks to compassion, caring, I see you and you and I matter. Amen  

© Kay F. Klinkenborg, MA (July 2025)  
Spiritual Director  
Member Spiritual Directors International  
Author, Poet, Adult Education Facilitator  

Retired: RN; LMFT; Clinical Member AAMFT  

hƴŜ aŀƧƻǊ ²ƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ CƻŎǳǎ ƛƴ ¢ƘŜǎŜ IŀǊŘ ¢ƛƳŜǎΥ YLb5b9{{9{ 
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{ǳƛŎƛŘŜ tǊŜǾŜƴǝƻƴ [ƛŦŜƭƛƴŜ  уллΦнтоΦ¢![Y  
{ǳƛŎƛŘŜκ/Ǌƛǎƛǎ IƻǘƭƛƴŜ утт-оол-сосс  

¢ǊŀƴǎƭƛŦŜƭƛƴŜ уттΦрсрΦуусл 
  ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ /Ǌƛǎƛǎ [ƛƴŜ  уллΦнтоΦунрр  ǇǊŜǎǎ м                             

tŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ /ŀǊŜ - tŀǎǘƻǊ WƛƳ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊ сноΦтфнΦрнфр           
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǘƘŜǇŀƭƳǎΦƻǊƎκ¢ƻƻƭǎн¢ƘǊƛǾŜ 

https://www.nami.org/help
https://thepalms.org/Tools2Thrive/
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CARE Corner                                               
Brought to you by The Church of the Palmsõ                 
CARE & SUPPORT Ministry Team 

Benevilla Launches Free Workshop Series for Seniors  
Benevilla announces a new lineup of free monthly educational workshops hosted at               
the Banner Olive Branch Senior Center in Sun City. These sessions are designed to empower 
seniors and caregivers with valuable tools and knowledge on a variety of aging - related      
topics. Each workshop begins at 12:00p as lasts about an hour. Registration is encouraged    
but not required. Call 623.584.4999 to reserve your seat or log on to:  
benevilla.org/education -workshops -2025.  

 
§August 13 th  -  Dementia Behavior Triggers and Hot to Respond. Gain insights into the 
stages of dementia and practical caregiving strategies for each phase.  

Banner Olive Brance Senior Center  
13049 North 103rd Avenue  
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You may have noticed that we updated the WISE Banner (above) contact information for the 
LGBTQ+ Suicide Hotline. This was necessary because of a decision made by the executive 
branch of the United States government to defund a majority of the support systems for our 
JE@RO) qg`jgleq, Uc f_b jgqrcb 766 ùnpcqq 1ú gl rfc `_llcp `ca_sqc gr u_q mspnation's       
Suicide and Crisis Lifeline. The move came a day after the Lifeline marked three years since 
its launch. During this period, it has fielded more than 16 million calls, texts and chats. 
Nearly 10% of those contacts have been from gay and transgender young people,  according 
to government data.  
 

However, The Trevor Project  has stepped up and offered their services to meet the urgent 
needs of those who would benefit from the mental health support and advocacy they can 
provide. Please feel free to share 877.565.8860 which is the Translifeline US or 
877.330.6366 CAN. Either will be able to address urgent needs. You can also share The 
Trevor Project website which hosts a wide variety of resources.  
 

Keep in mind that because of funding cuts, many of the mental health resources for       
Veterans, LGBTQ+ and senior adults will be stretched thin. It is wonderful to know that   
The Church of the Palms has a team of people trained in Mental Health First Aid, a current 
list of professionals who the WISE Team can recommend, and pastoral staff who can offer 
bgddcpgle jctcjq md a_pc, Rfcw _pc8 N_qrmp Hgk* I_w Ijglicl`mpe* Nfgj J_bb* @cpr MüLcgjj*
Andrea Stefanov, Jondahl, and Pastor Paul.  

https://www.nami.org/help
https://thepalms.org/Tools2Thrive/
https://www.samhsa.gov/mental-health/988/performance-metrics
https://www.samhsa.gov/mental-health/988/performance-metrics
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/



