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at The Church of the Palms, UCC
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2 Corinthians 5:17

Welcome to 2026! Another year begins and brings with it the promise of many things. The
Church of the Palms welcomes the new year with so many opportunities to Bee the Church.
We have a strong social justice ministry providing numerous possibilities for each of us to
"camkc uBMagnjcq, U

K Ilw md sq _pc asppclrjw gltmjtcb gl rfc Afspaf g
about becoming involved if you are not already and possibly more involved if you already take
part in our committees and teams. We have something for everyone!

The beginning of a new year is a chance for each of us to reflect on the time, talent, and
treasure we contribute to The Church of the Palms. There are so many ways to serve and
become involved. If you are unsure about where your interests might lie, | encourage you to
seek information. Our Volunteer Engagement Committee (VEC) works with our congregation
specifically to help individuals understand where they might be interested in serving, and most
capable of contributing. In addition to VEC, many of our congregation take part on
boards/committees/teams and can answer questions to help you decide where a good place
might be to participate. Bee the Church!

On behalf of the Executive Board, | wish you an incredibly Happy New Year!
Victoria McWilliams
Executive Board Chair

Mark Your Calendar

The Church of the Palms Annual Meeting will take place Saturday,
January 31, 2026, at 9:00 AM in the sanctuary . This is an
opportunity to hear about all the good works of the church, meet

the 2026 leadership team, and gear up for a great year of service

to God.
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January 4 N 2nd Sunday after Christmas.

Pastor Paul will be preaching. Read John 1:1 -18.
Sometimes words mean more than just words,
they become deeds.

January 11 A The Baptism of Jesus. Who

are you? Not, thirty years ago, but right now?

Who are you and what is your connection with

the Divine? Pastor Paul will be preaching. Read
Matthew 3:13 -17.

.January 18 N 2nd Sunday after Epiphany:

Pastor Mark will be preaching. Read
Corinthians 1:1 -9. Apostle Paul is writing in
cursive to correct in his letter to the community

of Corinth.

January 25 N What does the divine ask of

us? Micah 6:6 -8 gives us the clear answer: do
justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our
God. Pastor Paul will be preaching.

i}

Time to Clean Up

It is time to put all the Advent / Christmas
decorations away. If you are able to help,
please join us on Saturday, January 10, at
9:00am. Just like with the decorating, if you
are unable to stand, we have jobs that allow
R you to sit. The more hands
we have, the faster we can

= he done.

Hope to see you there!

Giving Envelopes

If you would like offering envelopes for
2026, you will find packs of 12 envelopes in

narthex. They are on the
tables with the green
tablecloths.
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A Big Thank You!

h The office and staff would like to thank all
. those who brought gifts and goodies for the
i‘-holiday season. Each of us feels blessed to
i be working for The Church of the Palms
Zwith such a loving and caring community.
;Blessings to all for 2026. We look forward

} to serving you! I
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Are You Ready to Make History?
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What a year! 2025 has been a year of firsts in every living person. And 2025 has been year of

first experiences with devastating natural disasters: famine, droughts, etc. 2025 has been a

wc_p md k_Iw dgpgrq dmp k_Iw | _rgmlq _pmslb rfc
government story.
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Bethlehem over 2000 years ago? Asking for a new world order? Asking for brave advocates?

Asking for systemic change to make the world safer and more community and caring based?

More equity, empowerment versus power over?
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would mean for me that love is an action verb. So what needs born in me to meet the model
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History is to be born. So what do | want my behavior and choices this year to be: who do |
af mmgc rm “c= Uc bm af mmqgc Uc rfgli uc bml dr af mi

I make conscious and unconscious choices everyday of how to interact with the clerk in the
store; how to respond to the pushy driver on my bumper; how to respond when someone
states something hateful or derogatory of others. What temperament will | bring inside my
home today?
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the hope | have for my legacy of how | hope | am remembered. It is an intentional
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are to spend the majority of our energy on. It is the NOW. The Power of Now was written

Eckhart Tolle in 2004 and has sold over 16 million copies in 30 language translations. What

have we learned from that popular book? As | look at what the media chooses to capture and
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