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A LETTER FROM PAUL January 2026  

! {Ŝŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ 9ǾŜǊȅ aŀǧŜǊ ¦ƴŘŜǊ IŜŀǾŜƴΥ 9ƳōǊŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ wƘȅǘƘƳǎ 
ƻŦ /ƘŀƴƎŜ 

Lƴ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƧǳǎǝŎŜ ƛǎ ŀ 
ŎƻƴǎǘŀƴǘΣ ōŜŀǝƴƎ ƘŜŀǊǘΦ ¸ŜǘΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ǳǎΣ ϦCƻǊ 
ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǝƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳŀǧŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊ 
ƘŜŀǾŜƴϦ ό9ŎŎƭŜǎƛŀǎǘŜǎ оΥмύΦ ¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƘȅǘƘƳ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ 
ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀŎǝƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ŀ ŘŜŜǇŜǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜΣ 
ŜũŜŎǝǾŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ 

WǳǎǝŎŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎƴϥǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ-ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǎǇǊƛƴǘΤ ǎƻƳŜǝƳŜǎ ƛǘϥǎ ŀ 
ǇŀǝŜƴǘ ǾƛƎƛƭΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ ƻǳǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƛƴƧǳǎǝŎŜΣ ǘƻ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜΣ ƳŀǊŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ 
ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǝŎ ŬǊŜτǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭƛȊŜŘ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ƛƎƴƻǊŜŘΦ 

.ǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƻŦ ŘŜŜǇΣ ǉǳƛŜǘ ǎǘǳŘȅτǘƻ 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻƻǘ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ƻŦ ƛƴŜǉǳƛǘȅΣ ǘƻ ǎƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŘƛũŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ 
ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅŜǊŦǳƭƭȅ ŘƛǎŎŜǊƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ǎǘŜǇΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǎŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΣ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛǎ ǎƭƻǿΦ 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ƳƻǳǊƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǘōŀŎƪǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜŜǊ ǿŜƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ƻǇǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ 
!ƴŘ ŎǊƛǝŎŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘτǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ Ƴǳǘǳŀƭ ŀƛŘ 
ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƻǳǘƭŀǎǘ ŀƴȅ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΦ 

[Ŝǘ ǳǎ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƻƭƛǎǝŎ ǊƘȅǘƘƳΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀŎǝǾƛǎǘǎ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƭŀǝǾŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘΦ hǳǊ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƻǊƭŘ 
ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǳǊƎŜƴǘ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜŀŘŦŀǎǘ ŜƴŘǳǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ-
Ƙŀǳƭ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘΦ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǝƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƧǳǎǝŎŜ 
ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƛǘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǳǇƻƴ ǳǎΦ 

Lǘϥǎ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ άōŜŜέ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΗ  {ƘŀƭƻƳΣ tŀǳƭ 
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Mnsdr eqnl xntq  
Dwdbtshud An`qc       

at The Church of the Palms, UCC  

ùRfcpcdmpc* gd _lwmlc gq gl Afpgqr* rfc lcu apc_rgml f_q amkc8 rfc mjb f_q emlc rfc lcu gq

fcpc ú 

2 Corinthians 5:17  

 

Welcome to 2026! Another year begins and brings with it the promise of many things. The  

Church of the Palms welcomes the new year with so many opportunities to Bee the Church. 

We have a strong social justice ministry providing numerous possibilities for each of us to 

`camkc ùBMagnjcq,ú 

 

K_lw md sq _pc asppclrjw gltmjtcb gl rfc Afspafüq _argtgrgcq, G clamsp_ec c_af md wms rm rfgli 

about becoming involved if you are not already and possibly more involved if you already take 

part in our committees and teams. We have something for everyone!  

 

The beginning of a new year is a chance for each of us to reflect on the time, talent, and 

treasure we contribute to The Church of the Palms. There are so many ways to serve and 

become involved. If you are unsure about where your interests might lie, I encourage you to 

seek information. Our Volunteer Engagement Committee (VEC) works with our congregation  

specifically to help individuals understand where they might be interested in serving, and most 

capable of contributing. In addition to VEC, many of our congregation take part on  

boards/committees/teams and can answer questions to help you decide where a good place 

might be to participate. Bee the Church!  

 

On behalf of the Executive Board, I wish you an incredibly Happy New Year!  

Victoria McWilliams  

Executive Board Chair  

                  Mark Your Calendar  

The Church of the Palms Annual Meeting will take place Saturday, 

January 31, 2026, at 9:00 AM in the sanctuary . This is an 

opportunity to hear about all the good works of the church, meet 

the 2026 leadership team, and gear up for a great year of service 

to God.  
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;]|¯]ª· V~ª«qr§ Oqj{j«  
January 4 ñ 2nd  Sunday after Christmas. 

Pastor Paul will be preaching. Read John 1:1 -18. 
Sometimes words mean more than just words, 
they become deeds.  
 

January 11 ñThe Baptism of Jesus. Who 

are you? Not, thirty years ago, but right now? 
Who are you and what is your connection with 
the Divine? Pastor Paul will be preaching. Read 
Matthew 3:13 -17.  
 

January 18 ñ2nd Sunday after Epiphany: 

Pastor Mark will be preaching.   Read 1 
Corinthians 1:1 -9.   Apostle Paul is writing in 
cursive to correct in his letter to the community 
of Corinth.  
  

January 25 ñ What does the divine ask of 

us? Micah 6:6 -8 gives us the clear answer: do 
justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our 
God. Pastor Paul will be preaching.  

January Birthdays 
Chris Bauknecht  1-3 

Marilyn Barcus 1-4 

Connie Nash  1-6 

Grace Cabot  1-8 

Thomas Cabot  1-9 

Pam Clark  1-9 

Kurt Hofmann 1-9 

David Klingensmith  1-9 

Susan Hershberger 1-10 

Carol Reynolds  1-10 

John Herrick  1-13 

Jamie Krauss  1-18 

Ray Larson  1-20 

Judd Rinsema  1-20 

Frank Bauknecht  1-21 

Sandy Krueger  1-21 

Deb Bontadelli  1-24 

Elaine Klauser  1-27 

Time to Clean Up  

It is time to put all the Advent / Christmas 
decorations away. If you are able to help, 
please join us on Saturday, January 10, at 
9:00am. Just like with the decorating, if you 
are unable to stand, we have jobs that allow  
                       you to sit. The more hands   
                       we have, the faster we can                                             
                        be done.  

                Hope to see you there!  

A Big Thank You!  

The office and staff would like to thank all 

those who brought gifts and goodies for the 

holiday season. Each of us feels blessed to 

be working for The Church of the Palms 

with such a loving and caring community. 

Blessings to all for 2026. We look forward 

to serving you!  

Giving Envelopes  

If you would like offering envelopes for 

2026, you will find packs of 12 envelopes in  

narthex. They are on the 

tables with the green 

tablecloths.  
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bŀǝƻƴŀƭ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ aŜƴǘŀƭ LƭƭƴŜǎǎ IŜƭǇ [ƛƴŜ                                 
м-улл-фрл-снсп  ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦƴŀƳƛΦƻǊƎκƘŜƭǇ                             
{ǳƛŎƛŘŜ tǊŜǾŜƴǝƻƴ [ƛŦŜƭƛƴŜ  уллΦнтоΦ¢![Y  
{ǳƛŎƛŘŜκ/Ǌƛǎƛǎ IƻǘƭƛƴŜ утт-оол-сосс  

¢ǊŀƴǎƭƛŦŜƭƛƴŜ уттΦрсрΦуусл 
  ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴ�[ǎ /Ǌƛǎƛǎ [ƛƴŜ  уллΦнтоΦунрр  �‰�Œ���•�•���í����������������������������������������������������������

tŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ /ŀǊŜ - wŜǾΦ aŀǊƪ aŀƪƻǿǎƪƛ сноΦтфнΦрнфр           
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǘƘŜǇŀƭƳǎΦƻǊƎκ¢ƻƻƭǎн¢ƘǊƛǾŜ 

  

 
  Are You Ready to Make History?  
 

ùRfc acjc`p_rgml md Afpgqrk_q gq lmr _ qclrgkclr_j u_grgle dmp _ `_`w rm `c `mpl* `sr ksaf

kmpc _l _qigle dmp fgqrmpw rm `c `mpl úøFr. Richard Rohr, Preparing for  

Christmas   
 

What a year! 2025 has been a year of firsts in every living person. And 2025 has been year of 
first experiences with devastating natural disasters: famine, droughts, etc. 2025 has been a 
wc_p md k_lw dgpqrq dmp k_lw l_rgmlq _pmslb rfc umpjb* glajsbgle msp ?kcpga_üq nmjgrga_j-

government story.  
 

@sr Pgaf_pb Pmfp f_q hsqr pckglbcb sq rf_r ûfgqrmpw gq rm `c `mplü, U_qlür rf_r rfc qrmpw gl
Bethlehem over 2000 years ago? Asking for a new world order? Asking for brave advocates? 
Asking for systemic change to make the world safer and more community and caring based? 

More equity, empowerment versus power over?  
 

ûJmtc u_q `mpl ml Afpgqrk_q ctcü q_w qctcp_j nmnsj_p qmleq _lb nmckq, R_igle rf_r rm fc_pr
would mean for me that love is an action verb. So what needs born in me to meet the model 

md jgdc qcr `w Hcqsq _q fc ûepcu gl qr_rspc _lb ilmujcbec md rfc Jmpb,ü= 
 

History is to be born. So what do I want my behavior and choices this year to be: who do I 

afmmqc rm `c= Uc bm afmmqc Uc rfgli uc bmlür afmmqc ksaf, @sr rf_r gq _ kwrf, 
 

I make conscious and unconscious choices everyday of how to interact with the clerk in the 
store; how to respond to the pushy driver on my bumper; how to respond when someone 
states something hateful or derogatory of others. What temperament will I bring inside my 

home today?  
 

G f_tc fc_pb dmp k_lw wc_pqôuf_r gq rm `c kw jce_aw= G rfgli rf_r gq d_p msr _fc_b md uf_r rfc
pc_j r_qi gq, Glrcepgrw ecrq rfgl gl kc gd kw `cf_tgmp gl rfgq kmkclr rmb_w gqlür amlqgqrclr ugrf
the hope I have for my legacy of how I hope I am remembered. It is an intentional 
kglbdsjlcqq rf_r r_icq dmasqcb n_sqcq gl rfc b_w rm ct_js_rc8 ùfmu G _k afmmqgle rm `c* uf_r

gq kw j_les_ec* kw d_ag_j cvnpcqqgml* kw _rrgrsbc rmb_w=ú 
 

Lm qk_jj r_qi, Rm `gprf fgqrmpw rmb_w, Pmfp f_q fgr snml _ npmdmslb gbc_ôgr gq lmr rfc dsrspc uc
are to spend the majority of our energy on. It is the NOW. The Power of Now was written 
Eckhart Tolle in 2004 and has sold over 16 million copies in 30 language translations. What 

have we learned from that popular book? As I look at what the media chooses to capture and  


