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Reducing Your 
Water 

Consumption 

The overuse of water is not 
simply an environmental   
issue; it is a complex challenge 
with far-reaching ecological, 
social, and economic 
consequences. The depletion of 
groundwater and surface water 
sources, damage to aquatic and 
terrestrial ecosystems, and the 
exacerbation of climate change 
highlight the urgency for 
change. Addressing this crisis         
requires a multi-pronged  
approach: 
Implementing sustainable 
water management practices, 
such as promoting water 
conservation in agriculture, 
industry, and households; 
investing in water-efficient 
technologies; enforcing stricter 
regulations on water 
extraction; restoring degraded 
ecosystems; and educating the 
public about the importance of 
water conservation.  

For I will pour water on the 
thirsty land, and streams on the 
dry ground; I will pour out my 

Spirit on your offspring, and my 
blessing on your descendants.    

Isaiah 44:3 
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By acknowledging the far 
reaching effects of our water 
usage, and adopting 
responsible practices, we 
can safeguard this precious 
resource for future 
generations, ensuring a 
healthy and thriving planet 
for all. The time for decisive 
action is now, before the 
consequences of our actions 
become irreversible. 



 
 
 

Harvest Your Rainwater 
Rainwater is salt-free and contains many beneficial 
ingredients for plant growth. 
Why pay for water when it’s free? Despite our       
limited rainfall, it’s still worth it. No special cistern 
or barrel is required. Mimic nature by creating a 
desert wash in the landscape that directs the   
water to the planted areas. 
 

FACT: The rooftop of a typical home can   
collect 500 gallons of water from half-inch       
of rain. 
 
 
 

Landscapes That Thrive           
 Xeriscape design and low-water-use plants can 
create stunning results! Transform your yard with 
a gorgeous, low-maintenance, desert-friendly  
xeriscape that offers colorful blooms, shady spots, 
and a habitat for butterflies and hummingbirds.   

FACT: Converting your lawn into a xeriscape 
will reduce your water consumption by half 
and save thousands of gallons of water     
each year. 
 
 
 

Don’t Water the Gutter 
Keep an eye out for misdirected or broken sprin-
klers and runoff from excessive watering — it’s a 
common sight in neighborhoods everywhere. Fix 
broken sprinklers, as needed, and position your 
sprinklers so that the water lands exactly where   
it should. 
 

FACT: A broken sprinkler head can lose 12 
gallons of water per minute or more. 
 

https://wateruseitwisely.com 
  

THINGS YOU MAY NOT 
KNOW ABOUT AZ WATER 

In 1980, the state legislature approved 
the Arizona Groundwater Management 
Act, which placed strict regulatory        
limitations on groundwater pumping in  
Arizona’s most populous regions. 
· In Arizona, 41 percent of our water is 
groundwater; 18 percent is from surface 
water sources like the Verde and Salt 
River systems; three percent is reclaimed 
water; and, 38 percent of it is delivered 
from the Colorado River system. 

· The Colorado River water, delivered 
by the Central Arizona Project (CAP),  
begins its existence as snowpack on the 
Western slopes of the Rocky Mountains. 

· Arizona has had a drought declaration 
in place since 1998. 

· In Arizona’s large population areas, 
water providers, golf courses, and other 
properties with large areas of turf must 
meet groundwater use regulatory       
requirements set by ADWR. 

· In Arizona’s rural regions, where 
groundwater remains the primary source 
of water, those resources are particularly 
stressed as a result of lengthy drought 
and overuse. 

Seven Ultimate Arizona  
Water Saving Tips 

 

Leaks, Leaks Everywhere 
Toilets leak, irrigation systems leak, faucets leak, 
swimming pools leak. It all adds up.  
 

FACT: An average household wastes nearly 
10,000 gallons of water each year due to 
leaks. 
 
 

Keep Your Landscape from Soaking  
Up to 70 percent of household water use occurs 
outdoors – especially for lush landscapes and 
swimming pools. Water — Use It Wisely offers 
great information on xeriscaping, efficient irrigation, 
rainwater harvesting, pool maintenance, and more. 
 

FACT: A swimming pool evaporates its entire 
water volume in one year – about 20,000     
gallons. 
 
 

Cash In On Water Savings 
Discover amazing rebates for water-efficient toilets, 
grass removal, pool removal, and more depending  
on where you live.  
 

FACT: A few hundred to thousands of dollars 
may be available for grass removal. HOAs and 
commercial properties can qualify for $50,000   
or more. 
 
 

          It Just Makes WaterSense 
            Discover the power of water-efficient fixtures with  
            the exclusive ‘WaterSense’ label. These items will  
            use at least 20 percent less water than the federal    
            requirements without sacrificing performance. It’s a  
            brilliant choice for your wallet and the planet!             

                                 FACT: The WaterSense label can be found on   
          showerheads, faucets, toilets, irrigation  
 controllers, homes, and more.             

 
Those of us who live here in the desert know that water is integral to 
Arizona’s amazing quality of life. We all benefit from the careful    
planning and incredible infrastructure supporting life in the desert. 
That’s just one more reason why we all need to be smart about the 
water we have.  

 
 

Each time we use water, 
we are polluting it.   
 

This is one more      
compelling reason to  
decrease your water 
consumption. 


